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Israel bais entry to outspoken U.S congresswomen 


JERUSALEM (AP) — Israel 
said Thursday that it will 
bar two Democratic con¬ 
gresswomen from enter¬ 
ing the country ahead of 
a planned visit over their 
support for a Palestinian- 
led boycott movement, 
a decision announced 
shortly after President Don¬ 
ald Trump tweeted that it 
would "show great weak¬ 
ness" to allow them in. The 
move to bar Reps. Rashida 
Tlaib of Michigan and llhan 
Omar of Minnesota from 
visiting appeared to be 
unprecedented. It marked 
a deep foray by Israel into 
America's bitterly polarized 
politics and a sharp esca¬ 
lation of Israel's campaign 
against the international 
boycott movement. 

Continued on Rage 8 



In thisj uly 15,2019, file photo, U.S. Rep. llhan Omar, D-Minn, right; speaks; as U.S. Rep. Rashida Tlaib, D-Mich. listens, during a nevus 
conference atthe Capitol in Washington. 

Associated Press 
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Weak global growth likely Id mean US slowdown, not recession 



In this Tuesday, Match 5, 2019, file photo, an employee in protective clothing works with a steel 
pouring ladle during a guided media touratthe steel pioducerSalzgitterAG in Salzgitter. 


AP Business Writers 
WASHINGTON (AP) — How 

fragile is the global econ¬ 
omy? Ihe U.S.-China trade 
war is weakening business¬ 
es in both countries, Ger¬ 
many's economy shrank in 
the second quarter, and 
Britain appears headed for 
a disruptive exit from the 
European Union this fa II. 
Those trends have ham¬ 
mered American manufac¬ 
turers and caused global 
financial markets to plunge 
on fears that the world's 
largest economy could slip 
into a recession. 

Yet most analysts expect 
the U.S. economy to power 
through the rough patch, 
at least in the coming 
months, on the strength of 
solid consumer spending 
and a resilient job market. 
The U.S. stock market plum¬ 
meted earlier this week 
when the bond market, 
spooked by the global tur¬ 
moil, sent a possible early 
warning sign of a recession 
ahead: The yield on the 
benchmark 10-year Trea¬ 
sury note slipped briefly be¬ 
low 2-year Treasury yields 
That is an unusual shift that 
indicates investors expect 
the U.S. economy to ex¬ 


pand much more slowly 
in the coming months The 
shift has preceded at least 
the last five U.S. recessions, 
though as much as two 
yearscan passbefore a re¬ 
cession actually hits 
Still, most economists were 
buoyed by a robust retail 
sales report Thursday that 
suggested that American 


consumers aren't fretting 
about bond yields. Salesat 
U.S. stores and restaurants 
jumped in J uly by the most 
in four months. Online sales 
soared to their best show¬ 
ing since January. Spend¬ 
ing at restaurants is a sign 
of confidence, given that 
most people eat out when 
they feel they have money 
to spare. 

'With the rest of the world 
sliding into the abyss, the 
J uly retail sales figures show 
a resurgent U.S. consumer 
riding to the rescue," said 
Michael Pearce, senior U.S. 
economist at Capital Eco¬ 
nomics, a consulting firm. 

If anything, it's the Trump 
administration's trade war 
that has been harming the 
world economy. President 
Donald Trump hasimposed 
25%tariffs on $250 billion of 
imports from China, along 
with duties on most steel 
and aluminum imports. He 
has also threatened to hit 
the remaining $300 billion 
worth of Chinese imports 
with 10% tariffs, though he 
has delayed that increase 
on about half of those 
itemsto avoid raising prices 
forU.S. holiday shoppers. 
Still, the tariffs — and Bei¬ 
jing's retaliatory duties on 
$110 billion of U.S. goods 
— have dragged down 
China's growth to its slowest 
pace in 26 yea is. That slow¬ 
down in the world's sec¬ 
ond-largest economy has, 


in tum, pummeled Ger¬ 
many's econo my, because 
Germans export industrial 
equipment to China. Ger¬ 
many's economy actually 
shrank in the second quar¬ 
ter. 

Other global headwinds 
remain a threat. Simon 
MacAdam, global econo¬ 
mist at Capital Econom¬ 
ics, said the chances of a 
"no-deal" Brexit have risen 
sharply since Borisjohnson 
replaced Theresa May as 
British prime minister last 
month. Johnson "is dead 
keen on leaving the EU" by 
Oct. 31, the deadline for 
any deal, MacAdam not¬ 
ed. 

An abrupt exit would 
most likely lower the Brit¬ 
ish pound, raising inflation 
and cutting into British con¬ 
sumer spending. Supply 
chains for British manufac¬ 
turers and retailers would 
also probably be disrupted 
as the country reinstates its 
customs procedures 
One of the U.S. economy's 
biggest weak spots is man¬ 
ufacturing, which is suffer¬ 
ing from the trade warand 
global growth strains. Fac¬ 
tory output has sunk over 
the past 12 months. Manu¬ 
facturing job growth has 
tapered off during the past 
year. Surveys of manufac¬ 
turers indicate that the un¬ 
certainty from tariffs is hurt¬ 
ing their businesses 
American manufacturers 


appearto be either in a re¬ 
cession or on the verge of 
a downturn, said Joe Bru- 
suelas, chief economist for 
the consultancy RSM. The 
best possible boost for U.S. 
factories would be ifTrump 
pulled back on trade 
hostilities with China and 
achieved a trade deal, 
Brusuelassaid. 

"Right now, the recession 
risks are more policy-driv¬ 
en, and if policy does not 
change or the trade and 
finance war with China 
escalates, then the manu¬ 
facturing recession will 
become a broader and 
deeper contraction that 
threatens to spill over into 
other areas of the econo¬ 
my," he said. 

Trump, who promised vot¬ 
ers a manufacturing renais¬ 
sance, has yet to acknowl¬ 
edge the sector's bleak 
condition. 

"We're restoring the glory of 
American manufacturing," 
the president said Tuesday 
in Pennsylvania, a state 
that has lost 5,600 factory 
jobs so far this year. 

In fact, many economists 
saythey're nervous that the 
government has fewer op¬ 
tions to juice the economy 
than it has in the past. The 
short-term interest rate that 
the Fed controls is barely 
above 2% giving it far less 
room to stimulate growth 
in the event of a downturn. 
Before the Great Recession 
in 2007, the Fed's rate was 
more than twice that level. 
And the widening budget 
defic it, on tra c k to hit $1 tril¬ 
lion by 2022, also leavesthe 
government with little room 
to maneuver. 

"It is very uncharacteristic 
— very unusual — to be 
running larger budget defi¬ 
cits every year," said Tim 
Quinlan, an economist at 
Wells Fargo. 'The federal 
government is not in a very 
strong position to offera fis¬ 
cal response in the event 
that it's needed." 
Consumers could also pull 
back on spending later 
this year if hiring slows and 
wage gains slow. Employ¬ 
ers have already reduced, 
on average, the number 
of hours worked for em¬ 
ployees in the second 
quarter, which cuts into 
paychecksQ 
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Ranel rules soap, sleep essential to migrant kids' safety 



In thisJ uly 9,2019, file photo, immigrants play socceratthe U.S 
governments newest holding center for migrantc hildren in Car- 
rizo Springs, Texas. 

Associated Press 


By AMY TAXI N 
Associated Press 

Immigrant children de¬ 
tained by the U.S. govern¬ 
ment should get edible 
food, clean water, soap 
and toothpaste under a 
longstanding agreement 
over detention conditions, 
a federal appeals panel 
ruled Thursday in dismissing 
a Trump administration bid 
to limit what must be pro¬ 
vided. 

A three-judge panel forthe 
Ninth U.S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals in San Francisco 
tossed out the U.S. gov¬ 
ernment's challenge to a 
lower court's findings that 
authorities had failed to 
provide safe and sanitary 
conditions for the children 
in line with a 1997 settle¬ 
ment agreement. 

The government argued 
that authorities weren't re¬ 
quired to provide specific 
accommodations, such 
as soap, under the settle¬ 
ment's requirement that 
facilities be "safe and sani¬ 


tary" and asked the panel 
to weigh in. The appellate 
judgesdisagreed. 

"Assuring that children eat 
enough edible food, drink 
clean water, are housed 
in hygienic facilities with 
sanitary bathrooms, have 
soap and toothpaste, and 
are not sleep-deprived are 
without doubt essential to 
the children's safety," the 
panel wrote. 

The ruling followed a June 
hearing where a U.S. gov¬ 
ernment lawyer said the 
agreement was vague 
and might not require that 
a toothbrush and soap be 
provided to children dur¬ 
ing brief stays in custody. 
Requiring these items, the 
government said, would 
be a change in the agree¬ 
ment. Leecia Welch, senior 
dinectorof legal advocacy 
and child welfare at the 
National Center for Youth 
Law, said the panel's ruling 
wasn't surprising. "It should 
shock the conscience of 
all Americans to know that 


our government argued 
children do not need these 
bare essentia Is," she said. 

A message seeking com¬ 
ment was sent to the De¬ 
partment of J ustice. 

U.S. District Court Judge 
Dolly Gee in Los Angeles 
ruled in 2017 that authorities 
had breached the agree¬ 
ment — widely known as 
the Flores settlement — 
after young immigrants 
caught on the border said 
they had to sleep in cold, 
overcrowded cells and 
were given inadequate 
food and dirty water. 

Since then, problems in the 
facilities have persisted. 
Gee has appointed an 
independent monitor to 


evaluate conditions 
The issues date back years 
They have drawn increased 
attention amid a rise in the 


number of children and 
families, mostly from Cen¬ 
tral America, arriving on 
the southwest borderO 
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Hie kenlooper ends White House 
bid, mulls Senate run in 2020 


Democratic presidential candidate formerColotado Gov. John 
Hie kenlooper speaks at the Residential Gun Sense Forum, Sat¬ 
urday, Aug. ID, 2019, in Des Moines, Iowa. 

Associated Ftess 

By NICHOLASRICCARDI ed his longshot bid for the 
DENVER (AP) — Former Democratic presidential 
Colorado Gov. John Hick- nomination and said he 
enlooperon Thursday end- may instead challenge one 


of the most vulnerable Sen¬ 
ate Republicans in 2020. 

In a video message , Hick- 
enlooper said he had 
heard from many in his 
state urging him to enter 
the Senate race. 

'They remind me how much 
is at stake for our country. 
And ourstate,"he said. "I in¬ 
tend to give that some seri- 
ousthought." 

Colorado's shift to the left 
could put Sen. Cory Gard¬ 
ner's sea t in jeo pa rd y fo r Re¬ 
publicans, and at least 10 
Democrats have launched 


campaigns, setting up a 
competitive primary even 
before Hie kenlooper, 67, 
makes a decision. 
Hickenlooper became a 
leading figure in Colorado 
with his quirky, consensus- 
driven and unscripted ap¬ 
proach to politics. He once 
jumped out of a plane to 
promote a ballot measure 
to increase state spending, 
and he won two statewide 
elections during years of 
Republican waves. He also 
wa s De nve r's ma yo r. 

He began his White House 
campaign in March, prom¬ 
ising to unite the country. In¬ 
stead, he quickly became 
a political punch line. 
Founding a series of brew- 
pubsmade Hickenloopera 
multimillionaire. But shortly 
before taking his first trip to 
Iowa asa presidential can¬ 
didate, he balked on na¬ 
tional television at calling 
himself a capitalist. Then, 
at a CNN town hall, he re¬ 
counted how he once took 
his mother to see a porno¬ 
graphic movie. 

With the campaign strug¬ 
gling to raise money, his 
staff urged Hickenlooperto 
instead challenge Gardner. 
But Hickenlooper stayed in 
and hired anothergroup of 
a ides in a la st-d itc h effort to 
turnaround hiscampaign. 
He positioned himself as a 
common-sense candidate 
who couldn't be labeled a 
"socialist" by Republicans 
But Hickenlooper couldn't 
make his voice heard in the 
crowded Democratic field 
of about two dozen candi¬ 
dates. 

It didn't help that, by Hick- 


enlooper's own admission, 
he was a mediocre de¬ 
bater and an erratic pub¬ 
lic speaker. In the end, he 
could not scrape together 
enough money for many 
of his trademark quirky 
ads, only launching one 
in which avid beer drink¬ 
ers toast Hickenlooper by 
comparing him to favor¬ 
ite brews. He became the 
second Democratto end a 
presidential bid after Rep. 
Eric Swalwell pulled out of 
the primary last month. 
'While this campaign didn't 
have the outcome we 
were hoping for, every mo¬ 
ment hasbeen worthwhile," 
Hickenlooper tweeted on 
Thursday. 

Republicans seized on the 
meltdown of Hickenloop- 
er'scampaign asevidence 
the Democratic Party has 
become too radical. "A 
two-term governor of a 
swing state and #2020 
presidential #Democrat 
candidate who wasbooed 
for warning against his par¬ 
ty's embrace of socialist 
policies has been forced 
out of the race," tweeted 
Kellyanne Conway, a top 
Trump aide. 

But Hie kenlooper'sown sup¬ 
porters attributed his failure 
partly to the persistence of 
former Vice President J oe 
Biden'sstrong position in the 
Democratic primary field. 
Hickenlooper launched his 
presidential bid presuming 
that the 76-year-old Biden 
would stumble, and the 
electorate would be hun¬ 
gry fo r a nothe r c e ntrist w ith 
a track record of winning 
white moderatesQ 
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6 police shot in standoff that 'could have been fer worse 1 



Police take shooting suspect; Maurice hill, into custody afleran 
hourslong standoff with police, thatwounded several police of¬ 
ficers; in Philadelphia early Ihutsday, Aug. 15, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By KRISTEN DEG ROOT 
Associated Press 
PHILADELPHIA (AP) — A 

gunman barricaded him¬ 
self inside a Philadelphia 
rowhouse foryv^hours, firing 
on police and wounding six 
in a standoff that trapped 
two officers and paralyzed 
a neighborhood, all while 
the commissioner and the 
shooter's attorney tried to 
negotiate a surrender. 
Philadelphia Police Com¬ 
missioner Richard Ross ex¬ 
pressed amazement that 
the standoff, which began 
Wednesday when offi¬ 
cers attempted to serve a 
drug warrant, ended with 
no one dead and no life- 
threatening injuries, despite 
the gunman firing over 100 
round&lt "could have been 
far worse," Ross said Thurs¬ 
day outside the Philadel¬ 
phia Police Department. 
'This was a very dynamic 
situation, one that I hope 
we neversee again." 

The gunman came out of 
the home afterpolice used 
teargas. He wastaken to a 
hospital forevaluation and 
then placed in custody. 

As officers flooded the 
scene, the situation grew 
chaotic at times. Police 
took to Twitterto ask media 
helicopters to pull back at 
the beginning ofthe stand¬ 
off, saying they feared the 
gunman might be able to 
see police positions in the 
footage. People who had 
been blocked or pulled 
from their homes clam¬ 
ored for information, and 
at times, some onlookers 
shouted at or shoved offi¬ 
cers. Many ignored orders 
by police to stay back, 
ducking under or stepping 
overpolice tape. 

At one point, two men 
launched a drone, and 
when police tracked it 
down and confiscated it, 
a crowd of people already 
on edge shouted for the 
officers to pay attention 


to the shooter and not the 
drone. 

A nearby day care cen¬ 
ter was locked down for 
hoursand laterevacuated, 
with police officers helping 
carry babies and two city 
buses set up where sha ken 
children waited for their 
parents to pickthem up. 
While standoffs with police 
are not uncommon, the sit¬ 
uation in Philadelphia drew 
particular attention be¬ 
cause of how long gunfire 
was exchanged and the 
fact that the commissioner 
made the unusual decision 
to speak to the shooter di¬ 
rectly and that two police 
officers were trapped dur¬ 
ing the standoff. 

The suspect was identified 
by Philadelphia District At¬ 
torney Larry Krasner as 
Maurice Hill, 36. Krasnersaid 
Hill had an extensive crimi¬ 
nal history, including drug, 
gun and robbery charges 
Krasnersaid Hill should not 
have been on the streets 
but stopped short of saying 
there was any specific fail¬ 
ure by law enforcement. 

"I think it's fair to say the 
criminal justice system, im¬ 
perfect as it is, did not stop 
this terrible incident," he 
told reporters at a news 
conference Thursday. 
Pennsylvania prison officials 
said a man with the same 
name and date of birth 
served about 2}/i years on 
drug chargesand waspa- 
roled in 2006 and served 
more than a year for ag¬ 
gravated assault and be¬ 
fore being released in 2013. 
State court online court 
records indicate that man 
had multiple arrests in Phil¬ 
adelphia and adjacent 
Delaware County between 
2001 and 2012, producing 
convictions that include 
perjury, fleeing and elud¬ 
ing, escape and weapons 
offenses 

U.S. Attorney William Mc- 
Swaintold re porters that Hill 


was prohibited from pos¬ 
sessing firearms because of 
past convictions. 

Hill's lawyer, Shaka John¬ 
son, said Hill called him dur¬ 
ing the standoff asking for 
help surrendering. J ohnson 
then called Krasner, and 
the two men patched in 
both Hill and the police 
commissioner, according 
to Krasner. 

Hill told J ohnson he wa nted 
to make it out alive to see 
his newborn daughter and 
teenage son again. 
President Donald Trump 
weighed in on the shootout 
Thursday morning, saying 
the gunman "should never 
have been allowed to be 
on the streets" 

"He had a long and very 
dangerous criminal re¬ 
cord," he wrote in the 
tweet. "Looked like he was 
having a good time af¬ 
ter his capture, and after 
wounding so many police. 
Long sentence — must get 
much tougher on street 
crime!" 

In the aftermath of the 
standoff, Philadelphia'stop 
federal prosecutor said it 
was precipitated by a dis¬ 
respect for law enforce¬ 
ment that the district attor¬ 
ney ischampioning. 

'This vile rhetoric puts our 
police in danger," Mc- 
Swain, the U.S. attorney, 
said Thursday in a news re¬ 
lease, saying Krasner "rou¬ 
tinely calls police and pros¬ 
ecutors corrupt and racist." 
Ross, the commissioner, 
said the gunman had at 
least an AR-15 military-style 
weapon and a handgun. 
On Thursday, politicians 
from Pennsylvania called 
for new gun-control mea¬ 
sures. Democratic Mayor 
Jim Kenney told reporters 
called on state and fed¬ 
eral lawmakers to "step up 
or step aside" and let cit¬ 
ies deal with the problem 
themselves He did not give 
specifics on what he want¬ 


ed to see done. 

The stand off started around 
4:30 p.m. as officers went to 
a home in a north Philadel¬ 
phia neighborhood of brick 
and stone rowhomes to 
serve a narcotics warrant 
in an operation 'that went 
awry almost immediately," 
Ross said. 

Many officers "had to es¬ 
cape through windows 
and doors to get (away) 
from a barrage of bullets," 
Ross said. 

The six officers who were 
struck by gunfire have been 
released from hospitals. 

Two other officers who 
were trapped inside the 
house for about five hours 
after the shooting broke 
out were freed by a SWAT 
team well after dark fell. 
Ross said the reason he 


made the unusual decision 
to be the person negotiat¬ 
ing with Hill was because 
he was "so worried" about 
hisofficersstuck inside. 

"I wouldn't be able to live 
with myself if I was 200 feet 
away,"he said Thursday. 
Three people who officers 
had taken into custody in 
the house before the shoot¬ 
ing started were also safely 
evacuated, police said. 
Police tried to push crowds 
of onlookers and residents 
back from the scene. In po¬ 
lice radio broadcasts, of¬ 
ficers could be heard call¬ 
ing forbackup asreportsof 
officers getting shot poured 
in. 'There was just a lot of 
screaming and chaos," 
said Abdul Rahman Mu¬ 
hammad, 21, an off-duty 
medicO 


CAR RENTAL 95616944 


Jfafeteru: l h jf iiivlu ■ ,HJ m .11■ |l_ trl | - E miiL \ 


- ftrthilr: Lie'llr-.-J rill Jin'Jf.i *lli 


We have daily Rates: 

1 Day Rate $38.00 
3 Day’s Special $75.00 
5 Day’s Special $135.00 
Weekly Special $179.00 


We Rent: 
Cars- Vans - SUV 


FFEHj 

□ plih-rn 4 Pfcf II up- an npal 

ICd.iiI M-ip 

K*c-dii 4 Dmtr 



A U vmr *rr NEW FASRL 7 NEW M&DELS JEI ft 

.1 ulamnSir, Dlrr.Qndhfotiinf' r pp>vrr wlndgtuf A ppwriock 













FRIDAY 16 AUGUST 


ms. NEWS 



J udge: Geoigia must scrap old voting machines after 2019 



This May 22,2018, file photo, shows a voter ac cess card inserted 
in a leader during voting in the Geoigia primaiy in Kennesaw, 
Ga. 

Associated Ftess 


By KATE BRUM BACK 
Associated Press 
ATLANTA (AP) — A federal 
judge overseeing a chal¬ 
lenge to Georgia's outdat¬ 


ed voting system said that 
after years of inaction in 
the face of wamingsabout 
vulnerabilities, state offi¬ 
cials have finally taken a 


solid step in the right direc¬ 
tion. But she foreshadowed 
a looming fight over the 
state's new system, writing 
that "it may be 'like 'deja vu 
all overagain.'" 

U.S. District J udge Amy To- 
tenberg's order on Thurs¬ 
day prohibits the state from 
using its antiquated paper¬ 
less touchscreen machines 
and election management 
system beyond this year. 
She also said the state must 
be ready to use hand- 
marked paper ballots if its 
new system isn't in place for 
the March 24 presidential 
primary election. 

'Georgia's current voting 
equipment, software, elec¬ 
tion and voter databases, 
are antiquated, seriously 
flawed, and vulnerable to 
failure, breach, contami¬ 
nation, and attack," she 
wrote. 

Totenberg also said the 
plaintiffs would likely win at 
trial, citing 'the mountain 
of voter testimony showing 
that these vulnerabilities 
have a tangible impact on 
these voters' attempts to 
exercise their fundamental 
right to cast a ballot and 
have their vote counted." 
Election integrity advo¬ 


cates and individual vot¬ 
ers sued Georgia election 
officials in 2017 alleging 
that the touchscreen vot¬ 
ing machines the state has 
used since 2002 are un¬ 
secure and vulnerable to 
hacking. They had asked 
Totenberg to order an im¬ 
mediate switch to hand- 
marked pa per ballots 
Totenberg had declined 
a similar request last year 
ahead of last November's 
gubernatorial election, 
and she again held back 
from ordering an immedi¬ 
ate switch on Thursday, 
citing concerns about the 
state's capacity to make 
an interim switch to hand- 
marked paper ballots for 
special and municipal 
elections this fall while also 
working to implement a 
new system. 

This ruling applies only to 
Georgia, but at least parts 
of eight other states still use 
paperless balloting. Using 
voter registration and turn¬ 
out data, the Brennan Cen- 
terforj ustice atNYUSchool 
of Law estimated in a re¬ 
port this week that as ma ny 
as 12% of voters, oraround 
16 million people, will vote 
on paperless equipment in 
November2020. 

Georgia's new system , fol¬ 
lowing specifications ap¬ 
proved by the Republican- 
led state legislature, was 
certified last week by Sec¬ 
retary of State Brad Raffens- 
perger, who said it will be in 
place for the primaries. The 
state's$106 million contract 
with Denver-based Domin¬ 
ion Voting Systems includes 
new touchscreen voting 
machines that print a pa¬ 
per record with a code 
that's read by a scanner. 
The plaintiffs in this lawsuit 
have said the new ma¬ 
chines have many of the 
same vulnerabilities as the 
old ones. They also object 
to the fact that the portion 
of the printed record that's 
read bythe scannerisa QR 
code, not human-verifiable 
text, meaning voters have 
to trust that the code ac¬ 
curately re fleets their selec¬ 
tions. 

Totenberg praised the leg¬ 
islation providing fora new 
system as "an essential step 
forward out of the quag¬ 
mire, even if just to termi¬ 


nate use of an antiquated 
vulnerable voting system." 
'The wisdom or legal con¬ 
formity of the Secretary of 
State's selection of a new 
vendor's particular ballot 
system though is not the 
question now before the 
Court," she wrote, adding 
in a footnote that a report 
last year from the National 
Academies of Sciences, 
Engineering, and Medicine 
recommends the use of 
paper ballots because of 
the vulnerabilities of elec¬ 
tronic systems. 
Perhapsalluding to the fact 
that the plaintiffs have said 
they plan to challenge the 
new system in court, Toten¬ 
berg quoted baseball leg¬ 
end Yogi Berra, writing: 'The 
past may here be prologue 
anew —it maybe 'like deja 
vu all overagain.'" 

The state, she wrote, has 
"previously minimized, 
erased, or dodged the is¬ 
sues underlying this case." 
For that reason, she wrote, 
she devoted space in her 
153-page order to meticu¬ 
lously recounting the histo¬ 
ry of the case and related 
actions, or inaction, by the 
state 'to ensure transpar¬ 
ency forthe future." 

Both sides in the case saw 
victory in Totenberg'sorder. 
"(W)e are pleased the 
Court endorsed the poli¬ 
cy decisions of the state's 
elected officials to move to 
a new paper ballot voting 
system in time forthe 2020 
elections while not disrupt¬ 
ing the 2019 elections," 
Raffensperger said in an 
emailed statement. 'These 
activist plaintiffs continue 
fruitlessly attempting to 
force their preferred policy 
outcomes on Georgia vot¬ 
ers without success." 

Marilyn Marks, executive 
director of the Coalition for 
Good Governance, one 
of the plaintiffs in the case, 
wrote in an email that it 
was important that Toten¬ 
berg "recognized Plaintiffs 
concerns about the State's 
plan to move to another 
form of electronic voting — 
electronic ballot marking 
devices."The voters' right to 
accountable elections re¬ 
quires hand-marked paper 
ballots counted by optical 
scanners with thorough au¬ 
dits, she wrote.□ 
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Michael Avenatti blames arrest 
on 'vindictive 1 prosecutors 


By LARRY NEUMEIS1ER 
Associated ness 
NEW YORK (AP) — Lawyer 
Michael Avenatti wants a 
judge to dismiss criminal 
charges that he extorted 
Nike, and he is blaming his 
arrest on what he calls vin¬ 
dictive prosecutors as he 
releases material his attor¬ 
neys say support his claims 
the sportswear company 
was paying amateur ath¬ 
letes. 

Avenatti's attorneys filed 
papers Wednesday in 
Manhattan federal court, 
saying the lawyer who 
gained fame by represent¬ 
ing pom starStormy Daniels 
and by sparring on social 
media with President Don¬ 
ald Trump is being unfairly 
targeted by the J ustice De¬ 
partment. 

"The lawyers wrote that Av¬ 
enatti was facing criminal 
charges in part because of 
"his aggressive public per¬ 
sona, long feud with Presi¬ 
dent Trump, and brief en¬ 
tanglement with" New York 
prosecutors who blamed 
him for spoiling a planned 
meeting with Daniels last 
year in their probe of ex- 
Trump lawyer Michael Co¬ 
hen. 

Cohen is serving a three- 
year prison sentence after 
pleading guilty to charges. 
"President Trump, the lead¬ 
er of the Executive Branch, 
and his family have dem¬ 
onstrated genuine animus 
toward Mr. Avenatti," the 
lawyers said. "President 
Trump's son, Donald Trump, 
J r., gleefully celebrated on 
Twitter when Mr. Avenatti 
wasarrested on March 25." 
Prosecutors declined 
through a spokesman to 
comment. 

Avenatti has pleaded not 
guilty to charges he tried to 
extort up to $25 million from 
Nike by threatening to pub¬ 


licize claims the sportswear 
company enabled pay¬ 
outs to promising young 
athletes and theirfamilies 
Avenatti represented Dan¬ 
iels over a nondisclosure 
deal regarding Daniels' 
claims that she had an af¬ 
fair with Trump. 

Avenatti is also charged 
separately with defraud¬ 
ing Daniels in a book deal, 
and he facesfederal fraud 
charges in California re¬ 
lated to clients. He has de¬ 
nied wrongdoing. 
Meanwhile, Avenatti's 
lawyers gave a glimpse 
of some of the alleged 
wrongdoing within Nike 
that Avenatti claimed he 
referenced with their law¬ 
yers before his arrest. 

The lawyers said "wide¬ 
spread corruption of ama¬ 
teur basketball at Nike" was 
revealed in evidence giv¬ 
en to Avenatti's lawyers as 
they prepare fora Novem- 
bertria I. 

They cited, for instance, 
proof that an unspecified 
University of Kentucky men's 
basketball assistant coach 
exchanged text messages 
with a Nike youth league 
director alleging that the 
company's plan to pay 
elite high school players in¬ 
cluded New Orleans rookie 
and No. 1 overall draft pick 
Zion Williamson, as well as 
Romeo Langford, chosen 
14th in the NBA draft by the 
Boston Celtics. There was 
no claim a payment was 
made. 

The filing said Nike Elite 
Youth Basketball League 
director Carlton Debose 
acknowledged texting 
the Wildcats assistant that 
Nike paid players'through 
at least ten different" Elite 
League coaches 
The filing also said a Nike 
executive who led "Event 
Strategy" for the Elite 


League told a colleague 
"about carrying large 
amounts of cash through 
airport security and indicat¬ 
ed that she would lie and 
'just say I just sold my car 1 if 
she got stopped." 

Nike said in a statement: 
"Nike will not respond to the 
allegations of an individual 
facing federal charges of 
fraud and extortion. □ 



In this July 23, 2019 file photo, California attorney Michael 
Avenatti makes a statement to the press after leaving a 
courthouse in New York. 

Associated Press 
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In this Feb. 5, 2019 file photo. Rep. Ilhan Omar, D-Minn., left joined at right by Rep. Rashida Haib, 
D-Mich., listen to Resident Donald Tmmp's State of the Union speech, atthe Capitol in Washington. 

Associated Press 


Continued from Root 

The two newly-elected 
Muslim members of Con¬ 
gress are outspoken crit¬ 
ics of Israel's treatment of 
the Palestinians and have 
repeatedly sparred with 
Trump over a range of is¬ 
sues Tlaib's family immi¬ 
grated to the United States 
from the West Bank, where 
she still ha sc lose relatives. 
They had planned to visit 
Jerusalem and the West 
Bank on a tour organized 
by a Palestinian organiza¬ 
tion aimed at highlighting 
the plight of the Palestin¬ 
ians. Itwasnotimmediately 
clear if they had planned 
to meet with Israeli officials, 
and spokespeople for the 
two congresswomen did 
not immediately respond 
to a request forcomment. 
Prime Minister Benjamin Ne¬ 
tanyahu said Israel is "open 
to critics and criticism," ex¬ 
cept for those who advo¬ 
cate boycotts a gainst it. 
'Congresswomen71aib and 
Omar are leading activists 
in promoting the legislation 
of boycottsagainst Israel in 
the American Congress," 
Netanyahu charged. He 
said their itinerary "re¬ 
vealed that they planned 
a visit whose sole objective 
is to strengthen the boycott 
against usand deny Israel's 


legitimacy." 

Omar denounced the de¬ 
cision as "an affront" and 
"an insult to democratic 
values" 

'This is not a surprise giv¬ 
en the public positions of 
Prime Minister Netanyahu, 
who has consistently resist¬ 
ed peace efforts, restricted 
the freedom of movement 
of Palestinians, limited pub¬ 
lic knowledge of the brutal 
realities of the occupation 
and aligned himself with 


Islamophobes like Don¬ 
ald Trump," Omar said in a 
statement. 

Shortly before the decision 
was announced, Trump 
had tweeted that "it would 
show great weakness" if 
Israel allowed them to 
visit. 'They hate Israel & all 
Jewish people, & there is 
nothing that can be said 
or done to change their 
minds." He went on to call 
the two congresswomen "a 
disgrace." 

The U.S. ambassador to Is¬ 
rael, David Friedman, en¬ 
dorsed the decision after 
it was made, saying Israel 
"has every right to protect 
its borders" against promot¬ 
ers of boycotts "in the same 
manner as it would baren- 
trants with more conven¬ 
tional weapons" 

Trump's decision to urge a 
foreign country to deny en¬ 
try to elected U.S. officials 
was a striking departure 
from the long-held prac¬ 
tice of politic ia ns from both 
parties of leaving their dis- 
putesatthe water's edge. 
Democratic lawmakers 
in the U.S. Congress de¬ 
nounced Israel'sdecision. 
Top ranking Senate Demo¬ 
crat Chuck Schumer of 
New York said it was a 
sign of weakness instead 
of strength and "will only 
hurt the U.S.-lsraeli relation¬ 
ship and support for Israel 
in America." A close fresh¬ 
man colleague of the two 
lawmakers, Ayanna Press- 
ley of Massachusetts, said 
Israel's move is "bigoted, 
shortsighted and cruel." 


Israel has sought to com¬ 
bat the BDS movement, 
which advocates boycotts, 
divestment and sanctions 
against Israeli businesses, 
universities and cultural 
institutions. The country 
passed a law permitting a 
ban on entry to any activist 
who "knowingly issues a call 
for boycotting Israel." 

Last month, Israeli ambas- 
sadorto the U.S. Ron Derm- 
erhad said Israel would not 
deny entry to any member 
of Congress. 

The interior ministry said in 
statement Thursday that 
'the state of Israel respects 
the American Congress, in 
the framework of the close 
alliance between the two 
countries, but it'sunaccept- 
able to allow the entrance 
to the country of those who 
wish to ha rm the state of Is¬ 
rael, especially during their 
visit." 

Israel said it would consider 
any request from 71aib to 
visit relatives on humanitar¬ 
ian grounds. 

Supporters of the boycott 
movement say it is a non¬ 
violent way to protest Israeli 
policies and call for Pales¬ 
tinian rights Critics say the 
boycott movement aims 
to delegitimize Israel and 
ultimately erase it from the 
map, replacing it with a bi¬ 
national state. 

Israel often hosts delega¬ 
tions of U.S. representatives 
and senators, who usually 
meet with senior Israeli of¬ 
ficials as well as Palestinian 
officials in the occupied 
West Bank. Israel controls 


entry and exit points to the 
West Bank, which it seized 
along with east J erusalem 
and the Gaza Strip in the 
1967 Mid east war. The Pal¬ 
estinians seek these territo- 
riesfortheirfuture state. 
MIFTAH, the Palestinian or¬ 
ganization that was set to 
host Tlaib and Omar in the 
West Bank, issued a state¬ 
ment saying that Israel's 
decision was "an affront to 
the American people and 
their representatives" and 
"an assault on the Palestin¬ 
ian people's right to reach 
out to decision-makers and 
other actors from around 
the world." 

The move could further 
sharpen divisions among 
Democrats over Israel 
ahead of the 2020 elec¬ 
tions. Republicans have 
amplified the views of left- 
wing Democrats like Tla ib 
and Omar to present the 
party as deeply divided 
and at odds with Israel. 
Democratic leaders have 
pushed back, reiterating 
the party's strong support 
for Israel, in part to protect 
representatives from more 
conservative districts. 

In J uly, the Democratic-led 
House of Representatives 
voted overwhelmingly in 
favorofa resolution against 
the BDS movement. 

Tlaib and Omar have also 
been the target of repeat¬ 
ed attacks by President 
Donald Trump in recent 
months, including a series 
of racisttweetson J uly 14 in 
which he said they should 
"go back" to the "bro¬ 
ken" countries they came 
from. Both are U.S. citizens 
and Tlaib was bom in the 
United States The two are 
members of the so-called 
"Squad" of newly-elected 
left-wing Democrats, along 
with Pressley and Rep. Al¬ 
exandria Ocasio-Cortez of 
New York. 

Dan Shapiro, U.S. ambassa- 
dorto Israel underPresident 
Barack Obama, said that 
he knew of "no such prec¬ 
edent" for Israel barring an 
elected American official 
from entering the country, 
calling the decision "short¬ 
sighted." 

'There's no reason to pre¬ 
vent membersof Congress, 
including critical ones, from 
coming, seeing and learn¬ 
ing, offering them every 
possible briefing," Shapiro 
said. □ 
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Italy's PM: Salvini 'obsessed 1 with bloc king migrantsatsea 


f 



A migrant reads verses of the Quran aboard the Open Arms Spanish humanitarian boat as it ar¬ 
rives near Lampedusa coast in the Mediterranean Sea, Ihutsday, Aug.15,2019. 

Associated Press 


ROME (AP) — A humani¬ 
tarian boat carrying 147 
migrants rescued at sea 
was eventually allowed to 
let nine persons disembark 
Thursday night on a tiny 
Italian island, but the oth¬ 
ers were stuck aboard for 
a 15th night, as the drama 
was swept up in Italy's rap¬ 
idly worsening government 
c risis. 

With a political standoff ex¬ 
acerbated by the migra¬ 
tion issue, Italian Premier 
Giuseppe Conte rebuked 
his interior minister for be¬ 
ing "obsessive" about clos¬ 
ing Italian ports in a migrant 
crackdown. 

The Spanish rescue boat 
Open Anns tweeted that 
the "urgent" evacuation of 
five persons was authorized 
for psychological reasons 
and four family members 
were allowed to accom¬ 
pany them. The nine were 
transferred by the Italian 
coastguard in a motorized 
rubberdinghy. 

"The fate of the remaining 
138 migrants stayed unre¬ 
solved. 

'We continue to not have 
authorization to disembark 
the other persons aboard," 
Open Armssaid. "Thiswill be 
their 15th night"sleeping on 
the crowded ship, which 
has described deteriorat¬ 
ing medical and hygiene 
conditions. 

In an open letter to Inte¬ 
rior Minister Matteo Salvini, 
Conte rebuked the right- 
wing leader of the junior 
coalition League party for 
his "obsessive concentra¬ 
tion in facing the theme of 
immigration, reducing it to 
a "closed ports'formula." 
Salvini shot back at a news 


conference that he was 
"proud" of his "obsession," 
saying that he is deter¬ 
mined to keep Italy safe 
and its borders secured, 
because 'that's what Ital¬ 
ian citizens pay me for." 

"I'd expect a 'thank you" 
not a follow-up with insults," 
Salvini later told Sky TG24 
TV. 

While other private rescue 
boats have been caught 
up in standoffs caused by 
Salvini's policy of refusing 
docking to charity boat, 
the Open Anris' crew and 
migrants risked being col¬ 
lateral damage in Italy's 
rapidly worsening govern¬ 
ment crisis. 

Last week, Salvini's League 
brought a non-confidence 
motion against Conte's 
14-month-old populist gov¬ 
ernment. No date hasbeen 
setforthe showdown in the 
Senate, which could trigger 


the govemment'scollapse. 
Earlier on Thursday, Spain 
and five other nations 
agreed to take who were 
aboard Open Arms. 

But the ad hoc offers by fel¬ 
low European Union nations 
did little to calm the politi¬ 
cal turmoil that could lead 
to early elections that the 
euro-skeptic Salvini hopes 
will give him the premier¬ 
ship in his quest to move 
Italy farther to the right. 

In the open letter posted 
on Facebook, Premier Gi¬ 
useppe Conte accused his 
interior minister of "disloyal 
cooperation ... that I can¬ 
not accept." 

Earlier this week, Conte 
had urged Salvini to allow 
the disembarking of the 32 
minors, but the interior min- 
isterignored the appeal. 

On Wednesday, a Rome- 
based administrative court 
overruled Salvini's ban on 


letting Open Arms sail into 
Italian waters. In defiance, 
Salvini again banned the 
ship from Italian waters and 
from docking at Lampe¬ 
dusa. Defense Minister 
Elisabetta Trenta, to whom 
the Italian navy answers, re¬ 
fused to countersign it. 
Trenta said she acted "lis¬ 
tening to my conscience." 
'We can't forget that be¬ 
hind the polemics of these 
days there are children 
and youths who suffered 
violence and every kind of 
abuse,"she said. 

Trenta is from the 5-Star 
Movement, the senior co¬ 
alition party, which backs 
Conte. 

Salvini insists that other EU 
nations accept more mi¬ 
grants, most of whom are 
fleeing poverty and aren't 
eligible for refugee status. 
Conte in his letter an¬ 
nounced that France, Ger¬ 


many, Romania, Portugal, 
Spain and Luxembourg 
said they're willing to take 
the migrantson Open Arms 
Salvini's League stokesfears 
that migrants a re to blame 
for crime and feeds resent- 
mentamong hisvoterbase 
against Brussels for its lack 
of solidarity, since EU rules 
hold that migrants must ap¬ 
ply for asylum in the coun¬ 
try where they set foot. 
Salvini is openly campaign¬ 
ing to be Italy's next pre¬ 
mier even though no new 
elections have been set. 
He seized upon the Open 
Arms stalemate, the latest 
in a series of standoffs, to 
b la me Ita ly's mig ra nt p lig ht 
on the previous center-left 
governments led by the 
Democratic Party (PD), 
now Parliament's biggest 
opposition force. 

"It's thanks to this presumed 
concept of 'humanity' that 
in years of the PD govern¬ 
ments that Italy became 
the refugee camp of Eu¬ 
rope," Salvini said on Face- 
book. 

Maneuvering this week 
among Ita ly's politic a I lead¬ 
ers has raised the possibility 
of the 5-Stars forging an al¬ 
liance with the Democrats 
to thwart Salvini's quest for 
the premiership. 

Even as the fighting over 
Open Armsplayed out, an¬ 
other migrant rescue boat 
drama loomed. 

The Ocean Viking, a Nor¬ 
wegian ship operated by 
Doctors Without Borders 
and SOSMediterranee, was 
awaiting word of where it 
can safely disembark 356 
migrants it rescued from 
traffickers' unsea worthy 
boats. □ 
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Ihousands of Yemenis rally in support of separatists in Aden 



In this Riday Aug. 9, 2019 frame grab from video. Southern Transitional Council separatist fighters 
line up to storm the presidential palace in the southern portc ity of Aden, Yemen. 

Associated Press 


AHMED AL-HAj 
NO HA ELHENNAWY 
Associated Press 
SANAA, Yemen (AP) — 

Ihousands of Yemenis ral¬ 
lied Thursday in the portcity 
of Aden in support of south¬ 
ern separatists who seized 
the city from the country's 
internationally recognized 
government amid diplo¬ 
matic efforts aimed at re¬ 
instating forces loyal to the 
Saudi-backed president. 
Yemeni military officials 
said a Saudi Arabia-United 
Arab Emirates commis¬ 
sion arrived to monitor the 
withdrawal of separatist 
forces from government 
headquarters and military 
camps seized last week 
from President Abel Rabbo 
M a nso u r Ha d i's p re sid e ntia I 
guards after four days of 
fighting that left more than 
70 people dead, including 
c ivilia ns. 

Officials in Had i's camp said 
that forces loyal to the so- 
called Southern Transitional 
Council, which represents 
the separatists, had with¬ 
drawn from the presiden¬ 
tial palace. Yet, they still 
remained in key positions 
in Aden, which has served 
asthe seat of Hadi's interim 


government since 2014. 

The officials spoke on con¬ 
dition of anonymity as they 
were not authorized to brief 
the media. 

But as their supporters 
rallied, separatist forces 
waged a series of attacks 
against Hadi's forces and 
supporters, according to 
government statements, 
prompting the closure of 
some government agen¬ 
cies, including the Interior 
and Foreign Affairs minis¬ 
tries. 


All flights run by Yemeni 
state-run airlines were di¬ 
verted from Aden to Say- 
oun, some 720 kilometers 
(450 miles) away, leaving 
Sayoun the only airport 
under the control of Hadi's 
government. 

A top Yemeni command¬ 
er, Mahran al-Qubati, told 
The Associated Press that 
UAE-backed forces raided 
his compound in Aden's 
Dar Saad district, assault¬ 
ing family members and 
taking computers and 


documents. He said in an 
interview via WhatsApp 
that the fighters caused 
panic among his children 
when they opened fire on 
his house and some family 
memberswere arrested. 
Al-Qubati, a Hadi loyal¬ 
ist and commander of the 
presidential guards, es¬ 
caped last week's armed 
assault targeting his bar¬ 
racks but was wounded 
Thursday during fighting 
that ended with the UAE- 
backed forces seizing con¬ 


trol of his compound. Pho¬ 
tos he sent to the AP show 
bullet marks on the walls of 
his house and he urged the 
Hadi's government to pro¬ 
tect his family. 

Late on Thursday the STt is¬ 
sued a statement affirming 
that its goal is to restore an 
"autonomous state of the 
south." Both the separatists 
and Hadi'sgovemmentare 
a Hies within a Saudi-led co¬ 
alition that has been fight¬ 
ing northern Yemen-based 
rebels, known as Houthis, 
since 2015. 

The UAE is a key member 
of the coalition. However, 
it never threw its full sup¬ 
port behind Hadi because 
of histiesto Yemen's Muslim 
Brotherhood group, a pan- 
Arab movement that many 
Arab countries, including 
UAE, consider to be a ter¬ 
rorist organization. 

After the UAE-backed 
separatists seized control 
of Aden and kicked Hadi's 
forces out of their camps, 
the Saudi-led coalition 
ordered an immediate 
cease-fire and threatened 
to bomb the separatists if 
they did not return to posi¬ 
tions they held before the 
fig hting Q 


Iraq takes security measures folio wing mysterious blasts 



In this Monday, Aug. 12,2019 photo, plumes of smoke rise after 
an explosion ata military base southwest of Baghdad, Iraq. 

Associated Press 


By QASSIM ABDUL-ZAHRA 
Associated Press 
BAGHDAD (AP) — Iraq on 
Thursday banned unau¬ 
thorized flightsand ordered 
all military camps and mu¬ 
nitions warehouses to be 
moved outside Iraqi cities 
following a massive explo¬ 
sion at a munitions depot 
southwest of Baghdad 
that killed one civilian and 
wounded 13 earlier this 
week. 

The exact cause of Mon¬ 
day night's explosion at the 
al-Saqr military base is still 
unknown. The blast shook 
the Iraqi capital and sent 
explosivesand mortarshells 
shooting into the sky, dam¬ 
aging nearby homes and 
terrifying residents who ran 
into the streets with their 
cellphones. Black smoke 
billowed over the city for 
hours afterward. 

The federal police base 
houses a weapons de¬ 
pot belonging to a militia 


group under the umbrella 
of the mainly Iran-backed 
militias known asthe Popu¬ 
lar Mobilization Forces The 
state-sanctioned PMF mili¬ 
tias have fought alongside 
Iraq's regular armed forces 
against the Islamic State 
group. 

Some officials blamed the 


explosion at the base, also 
known asFalcon Camp, on 
faulty storage that caused 
overheating amid typically 
high temperatures in Bagh¬ 
dad. But the blast has also 
given rise to a host of the¬ 
ories, including that Israel 
may have conducted an 
airstrike. 


Israel has struck Iranian bas¬ 
es in neighboring Syria on 
numerous occasions, and 
there hasbeen speculation 
that it might be expand¬ 
ing its campaign to target 
Iranian bases to Iraq. How¬ 
ever, neither the Iraqi gov¬ 
ernment norlsrael have ad¬ 
dressed the reports. 

Iraqi Prime Minister Adel 
Abdul-Mahdi ordered a 
'thorough investigation" 
into the incident, ordering 
the investigation be con¬ 
cluded within a week. 

In a statement issued Thurs¬ 
day following a national se¬ 
curity meeting, Abdul-M a h- 
diordered the cancellation 
of all aviation approva Is for 
flightsthroughoutthe coun¬ 
try, unless authorized by the 
commander of the armed 
forces. The statement did 
not specify military or civil¬ 
ian flights but specifically 
cited reconnaissance, 
fighter jets and helicopters 
and dronesof all kinds 


It said the directives ap¬ 
plied to "Iraqi and non-Iraqi 
parties." Iraq hosts Ameri¬ 
can troops and forces be¬ 
longing to the coalition 
fighting the Islamic State 
group, which sometimes 
conduct operations and 
airstrikes in the country. 

The statement urged all 
parties to abide by the di¬ 
rectives, stating that any 
other flight activity "will be 
considered (an) enemy 
flight and dealt with from 
our air defenses immedi¬ 
ately." 

The statement called for 
the transfer of warehouses 
and camps belonging to 
the defense and interior 
ministries and the PMF and 
other factions that partici¬ 
pated in fighting IS to be 
moved outside the cities. It 
said violators will be "con¬ 
sidered an irregular pres¬ 
ence and dealt with in ac¬ 
cordance with the law and 
order.'O 
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Russian pilotsafely lands jetliner disabled by biid strike 



In this video grab provided by the RU-K1R Russian television, a Russian Ural Airlines' A321 plane 
is seen after an emergency landing in a cornfield near Ramenskoye, outside Moscow, Russia, 
Thursday, Aug. 15, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By VLADIMIR ISAC HENKOV 
TOM KRISHER 
Associated Press 
MOSCOW(AP) — A Russia n 
pilot whose passenger jet 
lost power in both engines 
after colliding with a flock 
of gulls shortly after take¬ 
off Thursday managed to 
land in a cornfield smoothly 
enough that only one of 
the 233 people on board 
was hurt seriously enough 
to be hospitalized. 

The quick thinking of the 
captain, 41-year old Damir 
Yusupov, drew compari¬ 
sons to the 2009 "miracle on 
the Hudson," when Capt. 
Chesley Sullenbengersafely 
ditched his plane in New 
York's Hudson River after a 
bird strike disabled its en¬ 
gines 

Experts say the two near¬ 
tragedies could force air¬ 
craft makersand regulators 
to rethinkengine designs so 
they can better withstand 
bird strikes, although tech¬ 
nology to do that is not yet 
available. 

Yusupov was hailed as a 
hero after the feat, and 
Russian television stations 
showed passengers stand¬ 
ing in head-high com next 
to the plane, hugging Yu¬ 
supov and thanking him for 
saving their lives 
The Ural Airlines Airbus A321 
was carrying 226 passen¬ 
gers and a crew of seven 
a sit took off from Moscow's 
Zhukovsky Airport en route 
to Simferopol in Crimea. 
Russia's Rosa via tsiya state 
aviation agency chief, 
Alexander Neradko, told 
reporters that the crew 
"made the only right deci¬ 
sion" to immediately land 
the fully loaded plane with 
its wheels up after both of 
its eng ines ma Ifunc tioned. 
'The crew has shown cour¬ 
age and professionalism 
and deserve the highest 
state awards," he said, 
adding that the plane was 
fully loaded with 16 tons of 
fuel. ust imagine whatthe 
consequences would be if 
the crew didn't make the 
correct decision." 

The airline said Yusupov, 
the son of a helicopter pi¬ 
lot, is an experienced pilot 
who has logged over 3,000 
flight hours. He worked asa 
lawyer before he changed 
course and joined a flight 


school when he was 32. A 
father of four, he has flown 
with Ural Airlines since his 
graduation in 2013. He be¬ 
came a c a pta in la st yea r. 
Yusupov's wife told Rossiya 
state television from their 
home in Yekaterinburg that 
he called her after land¬ 
ing, before she had heard 
about the emergency. 

"He called me and said: 
'Everything isfine, everyone 
is alive, 1 " she said. "I asked 
what was it, and he said 
that birds hit the engine 
and we landed in a field. I 
was horrified and in panic 
and burst into tears." 

Russian officials immedi¬ 
ately rushed to shower the 
pilot and crew with praise. 
President Vladimir Putin's 
spokesman, Dmitry Peskov, 
hailed the pilots as "heroes" 
and said they will receive 
state awards. Prime Minister 
Dmitry Medvedev opened 
a session of Cabinet by 
praising the crew and ask¬ 
ing the transport ministerto 
explain what happened. 
The Emergencies Ministry 
said that 74 people asked 
for medical assistance af¬ 
ter the incident. Health au¬ 
thorities said 23 people, in¬ 
cluding five children, were 
taken to the hospital, but 
all but one was released 
following check-ups. 

Bird strikes on planes oc¬ 
cur regularly around the 
world even though airports 
use bird distress signals, air 


cannons and other means 
to chase them from run¬ 
ways. Smaller bird sane usu¬ 
ally chopped up by turbine 
fan blades, but engines 
aren't designed to with¬ 
stand strikes from multiple 
birds or larger birds such as 
geese, said J ohn Hansman, 
an aeronautics professor at 
the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology. 

Birds rarely disable both 
of a jet's engines, but with 
two casesreported in a de¬ 
cade, jet makers may have 
to redesign future engines 
to better resist such a strike, 
Hansman said. 

'That's likely to be a discus¬ 
sion, just because the over¬ 
all aviation system lea ms 
from incidents like this," he 
said, adding that risks and 
probabilities will have to be 
weighed. 

John Goglia, a former 
member of the U.S. Na¬ 
tional Transportation Safety 
Board, said the bird-vs- en¬ 
gine problem has been 
under study for years, with 
no fix available at present. 
If engine components are 
made of heavier, stron¬ 
ger materials, there's a risk 
that they could crack and 
break off, striking the fuse¬ 
lage and injuring passen¬ 
gers, he said. 

"Asfarasthe engine being 
able to digest the larger 
birds, we don't have the 
technology," he said. "We 
don't have the metals. They 


really pushed the envelope 
where we are today." 
Airports could also deal 
with the problem on the 
ground by monitoring birds 
with radar and restricting 
takeoffs when large flocks 
are in the area, Hansman 
said. 

Some Russian media re¬ 
ports suggested the birds 
could have been drawn to 
Zhukovsky Airport by an un¬ 
authorized garbage dump 
nearby, but there was no 
immediate confirmation of 
the claim. 

On Jan. 15, 2009, a US Air¬ 
ways Airbus A320 piloted by 
Sullenberger hit a flock of 
geese after taking off from 
New York City's LaGuardia 
Airport and both of its en¬ 
gines shut down. The crew 
made an emergency land¬ 
ing in the Hudson River 
along midtown Manhattan 
and all 155 people aboard 
survived despite landing in 
frigid water. 

The so-called "miracle on 
the Hudson" was immortal¬ 
ized in the Hollywood mov¬ 
ie 'Sully," based on the au¬ 
tobiography of Sullenberg- 
erand starring Tom Hanks 
Pilots train often to fly with 
one engine disabled, but 
it's rare for birds to knock 
out both engines, experts 
say. Still, pilots do prepare 
to lose both enginesand of¬ 
ten know the safest places 
nea ran airport to land, said 
Goglia, who spoke often 


about bird strike risks when 
he wasan NTSB member. 
Another problem is that 
many Canada geese, 
which caused Sullenberg- 
er's Hudson River emergen¬ 
cy landing, are not migrat¬ 
ing as often due to warmer 
temperatures blamed on 
climate change, so they're 
around northern airportsfor 
longer periods, Hansman 
said. 

With both engines down, 
the Russian pilot was flying 
what essentially is a glider 
that he could control fora 
limited time. His toughest 
decision, Hansman said, 
was where to try to land. 
'When you're in a glid¬ 
er, you've got a certain 
amount of altitude," he 
said. 'You have to make 
the judgment what's the 
best place lean fly with the 
amount of energy I have 
left because I'm not getting 
any more from the engine." 
Besides a runway, a corn¬ 
field is a good place to 
land because it'sfree of big 
rocks and trees that could 
damage the plane, Goglia 
said. 

The lack of deaths or seri¬ 
ous injuries is an example 
of how the aviation safety 
system worked correctly, 
according to Hansman. 

A ire raft seats a re manufac¬ 
tured to protect passen¬ 
gers in cases like this, and 
the fuel tanks a re designed 
to stay intact for a rough 
landing to prevent fires 
And the pilots seemed to 
be well prepared for such 
an emergency, Hansman 
said. 

'The pilot did a good job, 
but that's why he was 
there," he saidO 
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& Korea's Moon c a Ms Ibrta Iks to end trade row with J apan 



People watch a "IV screen showing a live broadcast of South Korean President Moon Jae-in's 
speech during a ceremony to celebrate the Korean liberation Day atthe Seoul Railway Station in 
Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Aug. 15, 2019. 

Associated Press 


SEOUL, South Korea (AP) 

— South Korean President 
Moon J ae-in offered an ol¬ 
ive branch to J apan to end 
an ongoing trade dispute 
Thursday, saying Seoul will 
"gladly join hands" if Tokyo 
wants to talk. 

Moon in a nationally tele¬ 
vised speech also down¬ 
played the threat posed by 
North Korea's recent short- 
range ballistic launches 
and expressed hope that 
Washington and Pyong¬ 
yang would soon resume 
nuc lea r negotiations. 

"If a country weaponizes 
a sector where it has a 
comparative advantage, 
the order of peaceful free 
trade inevitably suffers. A 
country that accomplished 
growth first must not kick 
the ladderaway while oth¬ 
ers are following in its foot¬ 
steps," Moon said in refer¬ 
ence to Japan. 

"If Japan better late than 
never chooses the path of 
dialogue and cooperation, 
we will gladly join hands," 
he said. 

Moon's speech at a cer¬ 


emony marking the 74th 
anniversary of Korea's lib¬ 
eration from J apanese rule 
at the end of World War II 
came amid heightened 
public anger and diplo¬ 
matic fallout over Tokyo's 
recent moves to impose 


trade curbs on South Ko¬ 
rea. 

Seoul has accused Tokyo 
of weaponizing trade to 
target its export-depen¬ 
dent economy and retali¬ 
ate against South Korean 
court rulingscaMing forj ap¬ 


anese companies to offer 
reparations to South Kore¬ 
ans forced into labor dur¬ 
ing World War II. Tokyo's 
measures struck a nerve in 
South Korea, where many 
still ha rbor resentment over 
Japan's ruthless colonial 


rule from 1910 to 1945. 

After threatening stem 
countermeasures and de¬ 
claring that South Korea 
would "never lose" to Ja¬ 
pan again, Moon hastaken 
a more conciliatory tone 
overthe pastweekasthere 
was relief in Seoul that the 
impact of Japan's trade 
measures might not be as 
bad as initially thought. 
There have also been 
concerns that the govern¬ 
ment's nationalistic calls for 
unity were allowing pub¬ 
lic anger toward Japan to 
reach dangerous levels. 
Nevertheless, tens of thou¬ 
sands of people were ex¬ 
pected join anti-Japan 
protests planned forThurs- 
day, including an evening 
candlelit vigil near Seoul's 
presidential palace. 
Thousands of protest¬ 
ers dressed in raincoats 
marched in heavy rain to¬ 
ward the Japanese Em¬ 
bassy in Seoul. They car¬ 
ried signs that said "Apolo¬ 
gize for War Crimes" and 
"Compensate Forced 
Laborers.'0 


Venezuela's Maduro battles fore ontrol of US-based refinery 



Venezuela's Resident Nicolas Maduro and fiistlady Cilia Hones, right; lead a tally condemning 
the economic sane lions imposed by the administration of U.S, Resident Dona Id Trump on Venezu¬ 
ela, in Caracas, Venezuela, Saturday, Aug. 10,2019. 

Associated Ress 


By SCOTT SMITH 
Associated Ress 
CARACAS Venezuela (AP) 

— The government of Presi¬ 
dent Nicolas Maduro on 
Thursday nullified the newly 
named board of Venezu¬ 
ela's prized Citgo refineries 
in the U.S. amid a political 
battle for control of the 
country, saying opposition 
leaders had no right to ap¬ 
point them. 

The battle overthe nation's 
most valuable foreign as- 
setcomesasMaduro fends 
off opposition leader J uan 
Guaido, whose claim to 
Venezuela's presidency 
is backed by the United 
States and more than 50 
other nations 

The opposition-run National 
Assembly appointed the 
15-member Citgo board 
early this yea rafter Guaido 
declared presidential pow¬ 
ers, arguing that Madura's 
re-election was illegitimate. 
Maduro maintains pow¬ 
er with backing from the 
military and allies such as 
Cuba, Russia and China. 
Citgo is valued at an es¬ 


timated $8 billion and in¬ 
cludes three refineries in 
Louisiana, Texas and Illinois, 
in addition to a network of 
pipelines Citgo is also at 
the center of court battles, 
such a lawsuit filed byCrys- 


tallex, which seeks to liq¬ 
uidate Citgo for payment 
following a disputed take¬ 
over of the Canadian min¬ 
ing firm by Venezuela'slate 
President Hugo Chavez. 
Russ Da lien, head of the 


Miami-based Caracas 
Capital Markets brokerage 
firm, said U.S. courts have 
already weighed in on who 
controls Citgo, deferring to 
the U.S. government's rec¬ 
ognition of Guaido asVen- 


ezuea's president, there¬ 
fore recognizing his board 
appointments. 
"Itdoesshowtheyare step¬ 
ping up the attacks on the 
opposition," Da lien said of 
the Maduro government's 
latest move. 'They're going 
to try to make it as pain¬ 
ful as possible for anybody 
who sideswith Guaido." 
State comptroller Elvis Am¬ 
oroso, who made the an¬ 
nouncement on state TV, 
also said the ad-hoc board 
membersare banned from 
leaving the country and 
their Venezuelan bank ac¬ 
counts have been frozen. 
But it is unclear whether 
any of them continue to 
live in the South American 
country. Amoroso also said 
anotherfive leading figures 
opposed to Maduro have 
been banned from politics 
for 15 years. They including 
former Attorney General 
Luisa Ortega, former Cara¬ 
cas Mayor Antonio Ledez- 
ma and three opposition 
lawmakers, all of whom 
are living in self-imposed 
exile.□ 
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New Commander for the 
Dutch Marines of Aruba 


SAVANEIA — Lieutenant- 
Colonel of Marines limon 
van Dishoeck transferred 
the command over to tank 
mate Art van Beekhuizen, 
after serving as command¬ 
er for 3 years. On Wednes¬ 
day August 14th, 2019 in 
the presence of the Com- 
manderof the naval forces 
in the Caribbean, Brigadier 
General of the Marines de 
Vin; the Governor of Aru¬ 
ba, Boekhoudt; various lo¬ 
cal authorities, and invited 
guests and the staff work¬ 
ing in the barracks. 

Departing Commander 
Lieutenant Colonel of Ma¬ 
rines van Dishoeck looked 
back on the intense period 
of his command at 1 the 
most beautiful barracks' in 
hisopinion. Whatthe Com¬ 
mander takes with him is 
a lasting impression of the 
lightness of life on Aruba, 
the deployment of the 
soldiers from Aruba after 
the passing of Hurricane 
Irma and organizing large 
events including a tour 
around Aruba, and the 


yearly Open House of the 
Marines barracks 
"I hereby declare taken 
over the command of the 
Marines barracks," said the 
new Commander address¬ 
ing his crew and emphati- 
cizing on the importance 
of teamwork and commit¬ 
ment. "If the cooperation 
here on Aruba leadsto sin¬ 
cere commitment, there 
is nothing standing in our 
way preventing our suc¬ 
cess Atthe end of the day, 
it is important to note that 
you are not alone but you 
can rely on sincere sup¬ 
port," said the new Com¬ 
mander. 

After the ceremony, guests 
were given the opportunity 
to say goodbye to outgo¬ 
ing Commander and to 
congratulate the incom¬ 
ing Commander. Van 
Dishoeck and his family will 
be departing next week 
to the Netherlands After a 
short vacation, he will start 
his new function asa liaison 
between the Department 
of Defense and the second 
Room in Ihe Hague.Q 
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Aruba Today's Columnist 

ORANJ ES1AD — Aruba Today has 5 great columnists that contribute to our newspaper with their knowl¬ 
edge and c reativity. Please let us introduce to you Steve, Shanella, Anthony, Thais en J oris. They would 
for sure appreciate yourcommenton their columns so feel flee to express youiselfl 



Creative Islander by Thais Fra nken 

Currently, Thais Franken is a 23-year-old Aruban student at the 
University of Maastricht (UM). She is studying a Masterof Science 
in Public Policy and Human Development in collaboration with 
the Unites Nations University (UNU). Back home, on the beautiful 
island of Aruba she completed her Bachelor of Arts in Organi¬ 
zation, Governance & Management (OGM) at the University of 
Aruba (UA). She successfully graduated and defended herthesis 
titled "Placing Culture and Creativity at the Heart of the Aruban 
Sustainable Development" onj uly 6th 2018. ThaTsisvery passion¬ 
ate about topics such as sustainability, innovation, culture and 
creativity. Next to her academic interests, she enjoys reading, 
writing, dancing and cooking. 




Hotel 


Hustle 



0 

TODAY’S CLICK 


Island Insight by Anthony C roes of Etnia Nativa 

Anthony C roes is an Etnia Nativa based artistat We stpunt, origi¬ 
nally from Companashi. Asa child, he demonstrated a natural 
interest and respect for his old world heritage as well as his na¬ 
tives' ancestor's history and their survival challenges. This same 
interest encouraged him to pursue anthropological studies as 
an academic call. Forsomeone with such interest in cultural ex¬ 
pressions it is no surprising that Aruba Today welcomed him as a 
columnist. 


Hotel Hustle by Shane lla Raritophlet 

Aruban bom and bred Shanella Pantophlet is passionate about 
tourism. That is the world she studied and works in, so we might 
aswell call hera specialist. Luckily for A rub a Today Shanella also 
lovesto write. And togetherwith the fact that the majority of our 
readers are tourists, we found ourselves a perfect combination 
fora column: Hotel Hustle. 



Today's Cate h by J oris 2hndvoort 

Dutch J orisSntvoort is a writeratFisherbooker.com. He writesa 
monthly fisher report for Aruba Today. The company works with 
17 captains in Aruba that help him create this report containing 
information like: What is currently in the water? What can you 
catch? Also amazing picturesare being shared and part of the 
column showsThe Captain of The Month. 


Today's Click by Steve Fiancees 

Aruban bom and bred Steve Franceeshasa passion forphotog- 
raphy. Being a local photographer he knows the hidden gems 
of this island and captures them in an amazing way. Asa Family 
and Landscape photographerSteve is ready to create yournext 
'vacation memories', morning a nd/or sunset shots. 




Our newest column: Happy Community Initiative 

The Happy Community Initiative is a visitor charity program that 
you can help build Aruba'scommunity strong by doing a dona¬ 
tion to good causes CEDE Aruba, a dynamic community foun¬ 
dation, and the Aruba Timeshare Association (Atsa) collaborates 
in this platform forvisitors who would like to make a donation, but 
also volunteer in the future. Happy Community Initiative, pub¬ 
lished bi-weekly, every Thursday in Aruba Today. 

We invite you to go to our website www.arubatoday.com and 
read a II their great articles O 
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JULY 1 TO AUGUST 31 


Open daily lOnmto 4am i, J.E. Irmjsquin Elvd#47 

snrin I nKinnnlhnmhm fiun 


CASINO AND SHOPS 


Win your share of $20,000 in points! 

20 WINNERS EACH DAY 
You can win up to $100 in Points! 

Swipe and play free once daily. Earn 100 Slot Points or 
8 Table Credits and play again - up to 5X each day 

See PApyms r Ckfc br hill tvh?*, Fomti -Corf be dpn-vrvW to Free Sbt Piny, 


We're giving away 
$50 free Slot Play to 

lucky slot and table game 
players every 30 minutes 
from 7pm to midnight! 


Offering c wide variety of 
Retail & Dining Outlets, 
Solon & Spo Services, 
Souvenirs and more. 


The Aruba Tourism Authority honor loyal visitors on the island 



EAGLE BEACH - Recently, Kimber¬ 
ley Richardson of the Aruba Tour¬ 
ism Authority had the great plea¬ 
sure to honor Aruba's loyal and 
friendly visitors as Distinguished 
Visitors of Aruba, the symbolic Dis¬ 
tinguished visitor certificate is pre¬ 
sented on behalf of the Minister of 
Tourism, asa token of appreciation 
to the guests who visit Aruba 10 
years and more consecutively. 

"The honoreeswene Don and Paula 
Tuckerfrom USA! 

This lovely couple stated that they 
love the island very much, es¬ 
pecially for its year-round sunny 
weather, nice sandy beaches, de¬ 
licious variety of foods, safety, and 
Bucuti and Tara Beach Resort's 
staff and excellent consistent ser¬ 
vice. 

Ms. Richardson together with the 
representatives of the Bucuti and 
Tara Beach Resort presented 
the certificate to the honorees, 
handed over some presents and 
thanked them for choosing Aruba 
as their favorite vacation destina¬ 
tion and astheir home away from 
home.Q 
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Effective Attention where the patient is Central: 

Urgent Cane Aruba (UCA) brings innovation to the healthcare in Avuba: 

Now offering the Ultrasound service 



ORANJ ES1AD — Urgent Care Aruba (UCA) proudly announces that 
after ha id work, dedication and investing in the latesttop tech equip¬ 
ment they ate finally able to offer the community of Aruba a private 
service of Ultrasound. Currently Ultrasound and other images diag¬ 
nostics are considered fundamental methods in helping detect and 
treat patients' severe and chronic diseases 

Ultrasound 

Ultrasound is a type of imaging. It uses high-frequency sound waves 
to look at ongansand structures inside the body. Health care profes¬ 
sionals use it to view the heart, blood vessels, kidneys, liver, and other 
organs. At Urgent Care Aruba (UCA) the radiologist is the one con¬ 
ducting the ultrasound procedure and at the same time he is able 
to interpret it immediately. The benefit of this is that the patient will 
be able to receive the diagnostic right away. The doctor reading 
the diagnostic is specialized in thisarea and isalso registered atthe 
Department of Public Health of Aruba. "Many people need access 
to the ultrasound service, this is a very economical study compared 
to other studies It is not invasive since it doesn't use ionizing radia¬ 
tion," according to General Directorof Urgent Care Aruba, Dr. Carlos 
Yagua J r. 

Latest fee hnology 

Urgent Care Aruba (UCA) atthe Medical Centre in Noord procured 
to put this ultrasound unit into function with the sole purpose to offer 


a more integral and efficient service 
to the patient, that way the patient 
and doctorwould have a more ac¬ 
curate diagnosis The general strat¬ 
egy of this image service is central¬ 
ized on a fundamental objective: 
provide the best attention possible 
to the users based on quality and 
policies stated internationally. Ibis 
way Urgent Care Aruba (UCA) is al¬ 
ways looking forimprovementsin the 
services they provide. They also as¬ 
sure to provide good service to their 
patients by exceeding their expec¬ 
tations and strive for continuous ex¬ 
cellency. 

Accessible and Timely 

The patient doesn't need to wait a 
week ora month to get an appoint¬ 
ment. The patient can get same 
day assistance atthe Noord Medi¬ 
cal Center. The patient isalso able 
to choose the day ortime of higher 
convenience. The department is 
open from Monday to Saturday and 
in cases that an ultrasound needs 
to be done they are also available 
after working hours. The patient will 
receive a detailed medical report 
from the doctor with ample expla¬ 
nation on the study conducted. With 
affordable prices the UCA reaffirms 
its commitment to the community of 
Aruba. 



Urgent 

Care 

Aruba 



Urgent Care Aruba 

Urgent Care Aruba (UCA) at the 
Noord Medical center was estab¬ 
lished 5 years ago. Their main goal 
wasto provide medical attention to 
ourlocalsbutalso ourtourist.The ser¬ 
vice provided at UCA is for patients 
that suffers from any medical condi¬ 
tion and does not want to wait till the 
nextdayfora consultorcheckup.Q 


Contact 

For more information please call +297- 
5860448. Or visit their website: www. 
urgenticare.aw or Racebook page: 
Urgent Care Aruba. 


Honoring loyal and friendly visitors at Playa Linda Beach Resort 



PALM BEACH — Recently, Kimberley Richardson of the 
Aruba Tourism Authority had the great pleasure to honor 
Aruba's loyal and friendly visitors as Distinguished Visitors 
of Aruba. The symbolic Distinguished visitor certificate is 
presented on behalf of the Ministerof Tourism, as a token 
of appreciation to the guests who visit Aruba lOyearsand 
mote consecutively. 

The honorees were Dianne Marzigliano, together with 

Walter, Victorand J ulia Hines 

These wonderful people stated that they love the island 
very much, especially forthe year-round sunny weather, 
nice sandy beaches, its safety, the delicious variety of 
foodsand Aruba'swarm and friendly people. 

Ms. Richardson together with the representatives of the 
Playa Unda Beach Resort presented the certificates 
to the honorees, handed over some presents and also 
thanked them for choosing Aruba as their favorite vaca¬ 
tion destination and astheirhome away from homeO 
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In this April 15, 2019, file pho¬ 
to, then-Golden State Warriors 
center DeMarcus Cousins re¬ 
acts after injuring his leg dur¬ 
ing the first half of Game 2 of 
a first-round NBA basketball 
playoff series against the Los 
Angeles Clippers in Oakland, 
Calif. 

Associated Press 

Lakers' 
Cousins 
tears ACL 
in left knee, 
awaiting 
surgery 

EL SEGUNDO, Calif. (AP) — 

DeMarcus Cousins is facing 
rehab from another major 
injury, and the Los Ange¬ 
les Lakers have endured 
their first big problem of a 
season with championship 
expectations. Cousins was 
diagnosed "Thursday with 
a tom ACL in his left knee, 
an injury that could sideline 
the six-time All-Sta rbig ma n 
for much — if not all — of 
this coming season. Cous¬ 
ins' agent, J eff Sc hwa rtz of 
Excel Sports Management, 
said a timeline forsurgery is 
being discussed. 

Cousins, who spent last 
season with Golden State, 
got hurt earlier this week 
in a workout in Las Ve¬ 
gas. The ACL tear comes 
about 18 months after he 
ruptured his left Achilles 
tendon, and roughly four 
months after he tore his left 
quadriceps muscle during 
this past season's playoffs. 

Continued on Page 22 



Justin and Jason burn it up at BMW 


Jason Kokrak reacts after missing a birdie putt on the 18th green during the first round of the BMW Championship golf tournament 
at Medinah Country Club, Thursday, Aug. 15, 2019, in Medinah, III. 

Associated Press 
Page 18 
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Ihomas turns it a round and shares lead atMedinah 



J ustin Thomas hits from the bunker on the 18th gieen during the first round of the BMW Champion¬ 
ship golf tournament atMedinah Country Club, Thuisday, Aug. 15, 2019, in Medinah, III. 

Associated Press 


By DOUG FERGUSON 
MEDINAH, III. (AP) — On 

the range, Justin Thomas 
had no idea where the ball 
was going. Some five hours 
later, he had a share ofthe 
course record atMedinah. 
Ultimately, a II that matte red 
Thursdayinthe BMWCham- 
pionship wastaking a good 
step toward an important 
goal. Thomas already is set 
for the Tour Championship 
next week and the chase 
for FedEx Cup and its $15 
million prize. That's not what 
interests him."I don't give 
a crap about the money," 
he said. "It's about winning 
tournaments" 

He made his first birdie after 
hitting a tree on the fourth 
hole, leaving him a 5-iron 
he hit to 2 feet. His last bird¬ 
ie was a putt from about 
60 feet on the fringe from 
the back of the 16th green. 
He did enough right in be¬ 
tween fora 7-under65and 
a share ofthe lead with J a- 
son Kokrak. 

The others to post 65 at Me¬ 
dinah were Tiger Woods, 
Mike Weir and Skip Kendall 
at the PGA Championship 
in 1999 a nd 2006. 
Woodswon both those ma¬ 
jors. Winning the second 
FedEx Cup playoff event 
might be a lot tougher. 

One week after he with¬ 
drew with a mild oblique 


strain at Uberty National, 
Woods could only man¬ 
age a 71 that felt feeble 
compared with everyone 
else. All but two players in 
the 69-man field were at 
parorbetteron a Medinah 
course that was soft from 
bursts of rain earlier in the 
week. 

Woodsisprojected to need 
a top 10 this week to ad¬ 
vance to East Lake, where 
he isdefending champion. 
After one round, he was 
tied for50th. 

"It's just not sharp," Woods 
said. "I'm trying to make 
changes in my swing, and 
it's just not quite there yet." 
The good newsforWoods? 


He says he didn't feel any 
tightness in his oblique. 

"I just need to clean up my 
rounds and get going," he 
said. "Seems like the whole 
field is under par." 

That starts with Thomas, 
who has not won since the 
World Golf Championship 
at Firestone a year ago. 
He wouldn't have thought 
such an opportunity might 
exist the way he warmed 
up on the range Thursday 
morning. 

"I probably would say that 
I had the worst warmup 
I've ever had in my life this 
morning,"he said. 

The goal heading to the 
first tee was to find some¬ 


thing that would allow him 
to get around without do¬ 
ing too much damage. 

"I've had that happen plen¬ 
ty of times, just not quite 
tha t ext re me," Tho ma s sa id. 
"I'm usually pretty good 
at finding my way around 
a golf course and finding 
something, but definitely 
didn't expect that today." 
Kokrak does have the Tour 
Championship on his mind. 
Along with a chase for the 
$15 million, just getting to 
East Lake includes an invi¬ 
tation to the Masters, and 
he'sneverbeen. He played 
the par 5s in 5 under — in- 
cluding an eagle on No. 10 
when he holed a 30-yard 


shot from the rough — and 
made only one bogey. 
Kokrak, who has never won 
in 207 starts as a pro on the 
PGA Tour, is No. 32 in the 
Fed Ex Cup. The top 30 after 
this week advance to the 
Tour Championship, where 
there will be a staggered 
start based on par for the 
final event. 

The leader will start at 10 
under. The 30th player will 
start at even par. 

The goal for Kokrak is to get 
there. 

"I thought about doing 
some number-crunching 
and seeing what I had to 
finish, but I think putting 
myself in a good position 
to win a golf tournament is 
going to get the job done," 
he said. "I don't think I need 
to worry about where I 
need to finish in the tourna¬ 
ment. I'd rathergo out and 
try to win." 

They had a one-shot lead 
over 49-year-old J im Furyk, 
a former Fed Ex Cup cham¬ 
pion who hasn't been back 
to East Lake in five years. 
Patrick Cantlay, Joel Dah- 
men, Lucas Glover and 
Brandt Snedeker also were 
at 66, while the large group 
at 67 included Adam Scott, 
Xander Schauffele and 
Collin Morikawa. 

Dahmen and Morikawa 
have a differentoutlookO 


Sister: Eamhaidtjr. safe after plane crash in Tennessee 



The burned lemainsofa plane thatwascanying NASCARtelevi- 
sion analyst and foimer driver Dale Eamhaidtjr. lie neara run¬ 
way Thuisday, Aug. 15, 2019, in Bizabelhton, Tenn. 

Associated Press 


ELIZABETHTON, Tenn. (AP) 

— Dale Earnhardt Jr. is 
safe and in a hospital for 
evaluation after his plane 
crashed in east Tennessee, 
the NASCARtelevision ana¬ 
lyst and retired driver's sister 
tweeted. 

Earnhardt's sister, Kelley 
Earnhardt Miller, tweeted 
that the driver's wife, Amy, 
and 15-month-old daugh¬ 
ter, Isla, also were on the 
plane along with two pilots 
"Everyone is safe and has 
been taken to the hospital 
for further evaluation," she 
tweeted. "We will have no 
further information at this 
time." 

Federal Aviation Admin¬ 
istration officials said a 
Cessna Citation rolled off 
the end of a runway and 
caught fire after landing at 


Elizabethton Municipal Air¬ 
port at 3:40 p.m. Thursday. 
FAA officials said the pre¬ 
liminary indication is that 
two pilots and three pas 
sengerswere aboard. 

The National Transportation 


Safety Board tweeted that 
it's sending two representa¬ 
tives to Elizabethton to be¬ 
gin investigating the crash. 
Carter County Sheriff's Of¬ 
fice spokesman Thomas 
Gray confirmed Earnhardt 


was aboard but said he 
wasn't one ofthe pilots. 
Earnhardt retired as a full¬ 
time driver in 2017 and has 
been working as an ana¬ 
lyst for NBC. He is part of 
the scheduled broadcast 
team for Saturday night's 
Cup Series event in Bristol, 
Tennessee. 

This incident comes 26 
years after former driver 
and 1992 Cup champion 
Alan Kulwicki died in a 
plane crash while on his 
way to the spring race at 
Bristol from a promotional 
appearance in Knoxville, 
Tennessee. That crash at 
Tri-City Regional Airport 
in Blountville, Tennessee, 
killed a total of four people. 
Earnhardt was part of Rick 
Hendrick's racing team in 
2011 when Hendrick broke 


a rib and a collarbone 
while on a small jet that 
lost its brakes and crash 
landed in an airport at Key 
West, Florida. Hendrick's 
son, brotherand twin niec¬ 
es were among 10 people 
killed in a 2004 crash of a 
plane traveling to a race in 
Virginia. 

This isn't the first fiery crash 
for Earnhardt. He still has a 
bum scar on his neck from 
a crash at Sonoma in 2004 
during warmups for an 
American Le Mans Series 
race that left him with sec¬ 
ond-degree bums 
Earnhardt has a history of 
concussions that plagued 
him over his final years as 
a driver. He won NASCAR's 
most popular driver award 
a record 15 times with 26 
careerCup victories^ 
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A tagged Fedever ousted 
in Cincinnati; Baity advances 



Roger Fedeier, of Switzerland, returns to Andrey Rublev, of Rus- 
sa, during the quarterfinals of the Western & Southern Open ten¬ 
nis tournament; Thursday, Aug. 15, 2019, in Mason, Ohio. 

Associated Press 


By J OE KAY 

AP Sports Whiter 

MASON, Ohio (AP) — For 

Roger Federer, it was one 
big blur. The seven-time 
champion wasousted from 
one of his favorite tourna¬ 
ments in barely over an 
hour, falling in straight sets 
to a 21-year-old qualifier 
he'd neverfaced. 

Andre Rublev — with only 
one careerwin overa top- 
five player to his credit — 
took advantages of Feder¬ 
er's numerous mistakes for 
a 6-3, 6-4 victory Thursday 
that further depleted the 
top of the men's bracket 
in the Western & Southern 
Open. 

It was over shockingly fast 
— Federer's quickest de¬ 
feat on the tour since 2003. 
'To be honest, it's tough 
when it's fast like this to 
tell you, well, I could have 
done thisorthat," he said. 
Federer has won the tour¬ 
nament more than anyone, 
using it as a springboard to 
the U.S. Open. He had 16 
unforced errors against the 
70th-ranked Rublev, who 
raised both fists and wiped 
a teary eye in celebration 
after Federer's forehand 
sailed long to end it. 
Struggling with his serve, Fe¬ 
derer got broken twice in 
the first set. 

"And there you have it. It 
set the tone for the match 
a little bit,"Federersaid. "He 
wassuperclean — offense, 
defense, serving well. He 
did n't give me anything." 
Federer, who lost a clas¬ 
sic five-set match for the 
Wimbledon title to Novak 
Djokovic,thinkshe'sin good 
shape heading into the U.S. 
Open despite the upset in 
Cincinnati. 

"I played 45 matches this 
year, so I think I should be 
fine," he said, smiling. 

But oh, this last one. 

And oh, what a wide-open 
tournament. 

Second-seeded Rafael 
Nadal withdrew before 
the start of the tournament 
because of fatigue after 
winning the Rogers Cup 
in Montreal on Sunday. 
Djokovic was the only one 
of the Top 3 left in Cincin¬ 
nati, set to play later in the 


day. 

Qualifier Yoshihito Nishioka 
followed his upset of sixth- 
seeded Kei Nishikori — a 
player he called his hero — 
by beating Alex De Minaur 
7-5-6-4. It's the first time in 
10 years that two qualifiers 
have reached the quar¬ 
terfinals of an A1P Masters 
1000 event. 

The day began with the ATP 
fining Nick Kyrgios $113,000 
for expletive-filled outbursts 
that included smashing 
rackets, insulting a chair 
umpire and refusing to get 
ready to return serve during 
a second-round match the 
previous night. 

In the women's bracket, 
top-seeded Ashleigh Barty 
reached the quarterfinals, 


joined by a resurgent Ve¬ 
nus Williams. 

Barty beat Anett Kontaveit 
4-6, 7-5, 7-5, raising her 
fist in triumph after fight¬ 
ing off one match point to 
take the 2-hour, 10-minute 
match. She was down a 
break in the second set be¬ 
fore rallying on a day when 
she struggled to find consis¬ 
tency. 

'The best thing is when my 
back was against the wall, 
the tennis was there," Barty 
said. "It may not have been 
there the whole match, 
but we were able to find it 
when we needed it." 

Barty, the French Open 
champion and currently 
ranked No. 2, can move up 
to the top spot by reaching 


the final. 

With the crowd cheering 
for her, Williams recovered 
from a rough first set and 
beat Donna Vekic 2-6, 6-4, 
6-3, her best stretch of ten¬ 
nis in since she won three 
straight matches in March 
at Miami. 

After a first-round loss in To¬ 


ronto la st week, her ranking 
slipped to No. 65, her low¬ 
est in seven years. With sis¬ 
ter Serena cheering court- 
side, Venus reached the 
semifinals. 

"I mean, I'm pretty 
pumped," Venus Williams 
said. 'When you're winning, 
it'sfun.'Q 
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Sanchez, Yankees beat Orioles for 16th straight time, 6-5 



New York Yankees' Gary Sanchez hitsa home run during the first inning of a baseball game againstthe Baltimore Orioles, Wednes¬ 
day, Aug. 14, 2019, in New York. 

Associated Press 


By The Assoc iated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Gary 
Sanchez hit a three-run 
homer and New York beat 
Baltimore for the 16th 
straight time this sea son. 

Ihe Yankees went 17-2 
against the O's, their most 
wins versus any opponent 
in a season since going 
17-5 over the Kansas City 
Athletics in 1959. 

Sanchez's 10th homer 
againstthe Orioles this year 
capped a four-run burst in 
the first inning. 

Didi Gregorius hit an RBI 
single and Mike Ford hit a 
two-run single as the Yan¬ 
kees won their fifth straight. 
Renato Nunez had five hits, 
including a two-run double. 
Jonathan Villar drove in 
two runs for the last-place 
Orioles, who lost for the 
ninth time in 10 ga mes 
J.A. Happ (10-7) allowed 
two runs and six hits in five 
innings, striking out six and 
walking two. AroldisChap¬ 
man converted his 33rd 
save in 38 chances. 

Dyla n Bundy (5-13) allowed 
six runs a nd five hits in 5 2/3 
innings 

RED SOX 5, INDIANS 1 


CLEVELAND (AP) — Ra¬ 
fael Devers homered and 
singled, extending his hit 
streak to eight straight at- 
bats, and Xander Bogaerts 
connected twice to lead 
Boston over Cleveland. 
Devers went 6 for 6 with 
fourdoublesTuesday night. 
A day later, he singled in 
the first inning and hit a 
solo home run in the third 
before being retired on a 
comebackerin the fifth. 
Bogaerts hit a solo drive in 
the third — his 100th career 
homer — and a three-run 
shot in the seventh. 

Shane Bieber (12-5) al¬ 
lowed two runs and seven 
hits in six innings, losing for 
the second time in 10 starts 
since J une 25. 

Boston right-hander Na¬ 
than Eovaldi (1-0) working 
two innings for his first win 
since last Sept. 24. 
CARDINALS 6, ROYALS O 
KANSAS CITY, Mo. (AP) — 
Cardinals rookie Dakota 
Hudson tossed six innings 
of five-hit ball, Royalscoun- 
terpart Brad Keller allowed 
a no-hit bid to crumble in 
spectacular fashion, and 
St. Louis went on to beat 


KansasCityfora two-game 
sweep. 

Hudson (11-6) allowed 
runners to reach every in¬ 
ning but the third, but the 
24-year-old right-hander 
kept getting timely dou¬ 
ble-plays, ground balls and 
fly outs. Hudson struck out 
five and walked two as the 
Cardinals won for the 13th 
time in his la st 16 sta its. 

They also won their eighth 
straight against their cross¬ 
state rival at Kauffman Sta¬ 
dium. Keller (7-13) issued 
three walksand wasvictim- 
ized by an early error, but 
he didn't allow a hit until 
Marcell Ozuna's sharp sin¬ 
gle leading off the seventh. 
It began a run of five con¬ 
secutive base hits that not 
only knocked Keller from 
the game but ultimately re¬ 
sulted in a five-run frame. 
ANGELS7, PIRATES4 
ANAHEIM, Calif. (AP) — Al¬ 
bert Pujols had two hits and 
three RBIsand set the ma¬ 
jor league record for ca¬ 
reer hits by a foreign-bom 
player, leading LosAngeles 
overPittsburgh. 

Pujols had an RBI single in 
the 4th inning. His 3,167th 


hit moved him past fellow 
Dominican Republic native 
Adrian Beltre (3,166) and 
into sole possession of 15th 
place forcareerhits 
Luis Rengifo also drove in 
two runs for the Angels, 
who snapped a three- 
game home losing streak. 
Dillon Peters (3-1) allowed 
two runs in six innings while 
striking out six after an er¬ 
ratic start. 

Chris Archer (3-9) allowed 
four runs, three earned, in 
five innings, and his streak 
of starts without a win 
reached 12 games It is the 
longest such span in Ar¬ 
cher's eig ht-year career. 
WHITE SOX 13, ASTROS 9 
CHICAGO (AP) - James 
McCann hit a tiebreaking 
grand slam in the eighth in¬ 
ning and Chicago outlast¬ 
ed Houston to win the sea¬ 
son series from the runaway 
ALWest leaders. 

Rookie Eloy J imenez hit his 
20th homer and doubled, 
and Tim Anderson doubled 
twice among four hits for 
the White Sox. Following 
a doubleheader split on 
Tuesday, Chicago (54-65) 
took two of three games 


from the Astros in a little 
over 24 hours and finished 
4-3 against them this year. 
Houston has lost three of 
four following an eight- 
game winning streak. 
McCann lined his 13th 
homer on an 0-2 pitch 
from Ryan Pressly (2-3) with 
two outs into the right field 
bullpen to end a 16-game 
drought. The All-Star catch¬ 
er hadn't gone deep since 
July 22, but connected 
for his fourth career grand 
slam. 

TIGERS3, MARINERS2 

DETROIT (AP) — Victor 
Reyes hit a two-run single 
in the second inning and 
Detroit held on to beat Se¬ 
attle. 

Harold Castro had three 
hitsfor Detroit while catcher 
Jake Rogers threw out two 
baserunnersto end innings 
"The "Tigers improved to 4-6 
with one game left in an 
11-game homestand. Se¬ 
attle has lost nine of 11. 
Edwin Jackson (3-5) al¬ 
lowed two runs on four hits 
and a walk in five innings 
He struck out four and al¬ 
lowed two homers while 
winning his second straight 
start. 

Marco Gonzales (12-6) 
gave up three runs on 11 
hits in six innings 
RANG ERS 7, BLUE j AYS 3 
TORONTO (AP) — Kolby Al¬ 
lard pitched 5 2/3inningsto 
win forthe first time with Tex¬ 
as, ElvisAndrushad fourhits 
and two RBIsand the Rang¬ 
ers beat Toronto to avoid a 
three-game sweep. 
NomarMazara and Danny 
Santana hit solo home runs 
as the Rangers wrapped 
up a three-city trip by scor¬ 
ing more than five runs for 
the first time in that stretch 
of road games "The Rang- 
erswent 3-6 against Cleve¬ 
land, Milwaukee, and 
Toronto, winning once 
against each opponent. 
Texas came in with two hits 
in its previous 40 at-bats 
with runners in scoring po¬ 
sition, then went 4 for 12 in 
such situationsWednesday. 
Making his second start for 
the Rangers after being 
acquired from Atlanta last 
month, Allard (1-0) allowed 
three runs and four hits 
The 22-year-old left-hander 
walked three and struck 
out five.□ 
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Phillies beat up on Hamels, 
make Manuel's return a big hit 
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Chicago Cubs' Cole Hamels, right; waits as Philadelphia Phillies' 
Bryce Harper runs the bases with a two-run home run during the 
first inning of a baseball game Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2019, in 
Philadelphia. 

Associated Press 


By The Assoc iated ness 
PHILADELPHIA (AP) — J T. 

Realmuto hit a grand slam, 
Bryce Harper went deep 
twice and the Philadel¬ 
phia Phillies beat the Chi¬ 
cago Cubs 11-1 in Char¬ 
lie Manuel's first game 
as hitting coach, ruining 
Cole Hamels' return home 
Wednesday night. 

Manuel was back in red 
pinstripes in his old dugout 
exactly six years to the day 
the franchise icon man¬ 
aged his last game for the 
Phillies. He heard 'Charlie! 
Charlie! Char1ie!"chantsaf- 
terRealmuto connected to 
ma ke it 10-0 in the third. 

Ha me Is, the 2008 N LC S a nd 
World Series MVP with Man¬ 
uel's Phillies, was roughed 
up in his first game in Phila¬ 
delphia since he was trad¬ 
ed to Texas in July 2015. 
Hamels(6-4) gave up eight 
runs and nine hits in two- 
plus innings. 

Aaron Nola (11-3) benefit¬ 
ed from the offense's rare 
outburst. He allowed three 
hits, including Kris Bryant's 
homer, and struck out sev¬ 
en in seven innings. 

Hamels received the loud¬ 
est applause during pre¬ 
game introductions and 
got a standing ovation 
when he came to the plate 
already trailing 4-0 in the 
third. He wore longtime 
Phillies executive David 
Montgomery's initials on a 
uniform patch. Montgom¬ 
ery, who died in May after 
a five-year fight with can¬ 
cer, had a close relation¬ 
ship with Hamels. 
NATIONALS 17, REDS 7 
WASHINGTON (AP) — An¬ 
thony Rendon, Kurt Suzuki 
and Adam Eaton hit hom¬ 
ers in a 10-run fifth that in¬ 
cluded an RBI single from 
Stephen Strasburg (15-5), 
and Washington tacked on 
another six runs in the next 
inning to complete a three- 
game seriessweep. 

"This marked the first time 
since the Nationals moved 
from Montreal in 2005 
that every member of the 
team's lineup scored in a 
single inning. "Fhe NL wild¬ 
card leaders broke loose 
against Trevor Bauer (1-1) 
for their biggest inning of 


the season; they scored 11 
in an inning at Colorado in 

2017. 

"The sixth Wed nesd a y wa sn't 
too shabby, either, as 
Washington batted around 
again, much to the delight 
of a crowd of 23,596 that 
showed up for the unusual 
4:05 p.m. weekday start. 

By the time that inning was 
done, the club's eight po¬ 
sition players each had 
scored twice and the score 
was 17-4. The Nationals 
were well on their way to 
improving to 65-55, pushing 
them 10 games above .500 
for the first time since J une 

2018. 

DODGERS9, MARLINS 1 

MIAMI (AP) — Clayton Ker- 
sha w struc k o ut the first sev- 
en batters he faced and 
matched a season high 
with 10 strikeouts in seven 
shutout innings as Los An¬ 
geles beat Miami. 

Kershaw (12-2) allowed 
two hits and retired the first 
14 Miami batters before 
Harold Ramirez's two-out 
single to right in the fifth. 
The three-time Cy Young 
Award winner left after 90 
pitches 

Rookie Edwin Rio shit his first 
two major league homers. 
Justin Turner went 3 for 5 
with a home run and Corey 
Seager homered and had 
three RBIsforthe Dodgers, 
who have outscored Miami 
34-2 in the last three games. 
Rios' second blast off Mar- 
linsstarterElieserHemandez 
(2-5), a two-run shot that 
landed on the upper deck 
seats in right field, gave the 
Dodgersa 6-0 lead. 

BRAVES 6, MET54 
ATLANTA (AP) — Tyler Flow¬ 
ers drove in a tiebreaking 
run with an infield hit, and 
Atlanta scored five runs off 
Seth Lugo in the seventh 
and survived a ninth-inning 
scare in a win over New 
York. 

The Mets have lost three 
straight, including the first 
two of the three-game se¬ 
ries with Atlanta, after win¬ 
ning 15 of 16 to move up in 
the NLwild-card chase. 

J .D. Davis gave New York 
a 2-1 lead with a two-run 
single in the seventh, when 
Steven Matz had his sec¬ 


ond bloop single to right 
field. 

After he was left in the 
game to hit, Matz was re¬ 
moved by manager Mick¬ 
ey Callaway afterthrowing 
only 79 pitches and allow¬ 
ing only two hits in six in¬ 
nings. Matz retired 14 con¬ 
secutive batters before be¬ 
ing lifted. 

The move backfired when 
the NL East-leading Braves 
scored five runs on six sin¬ 
gles off Lugo and Luis Avi¬ 
la n in the seventh. All five 
runs were charged to Lugo 
(5-3), who recorded only 
one out. 

ROCKIES 7, DIAMOND- 
BACKS 6 

DENVER (AP) — Nolan Are- 
nado hit a two-run homer 
in the ninth inning to give 
Colorado the victory. 

After Trevor Story was hit by 
a pitch, Arenado launched 
a fastball from Archie Brad¬ 
ley (3-5) over the fence in 
left. It was Arenado's third 
career walk-off homer and 
first since June 18, 2017, 
against San Francisco. 
Arenado was doused 
with Powerade soon after 
crossing home plate and 
mobbed by teammates 
Colorado ended a string 
of five straight losses to Ari¬ 
zona. The Roc kies a re 14-33 
since June 21, one of the 
worst marks by winning per¬ 
centage in the majors over 
the stretch. 

A1HLEDCS9, GIANIS 5 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 
Matt Chapman homered 
twice, including a pivotal 
drive in the ninth inning that 
followed a late collapse by 
Oakland's bullpen, and the 
Athletics held on to beat 
San Francisco. 

Homer Bailey (10-8) pitched 
seven scoreless innings 
and singled twice. Robbie 
Grossman also went deep 
and made a sliding catch 
in left, and Matt Olson 
added a two-run double 
to help the A's earn a split 
of the two-ga me series be¬ 
tween Bay Area rivals. 

Mike Yastrzemski homered 
for San Francisco, which 
had won three straight. 
Chapman homered off Ty¬ 
ler Beede (3-7) in the first 
and added another solo 


shot off Trevor Gott in the 
ninth after the Giants had 
trimmed a 7-0 lead to 7-5. 
BREWERS 6, TWINS 5 
MILWAUKEE (AP) — Rookie 
Trent Grisham hit a three- 
run homer in the eighth in¬ 
ning, and Milwaukee rallied 
to beat Minnesota. 

The Brewerstra iled 5-3when 
Grisham, batting leadoff in 
his 11th game in the ma¬ 
jors, blasted a 2-2 fastball 
from Sergio Romo (2-1) into 
the right-field stands Ryan 
Braun reached on a throw¬ 
ing error by shortstop J orge 
Polanco and Heman Perez 
singled before Grisham 
went deep. 

Junior Guerra (6-3) worked 
two scorelessinningsforMil- 
waukee. 

Mitch Garver, Eddie Rosa¬ 
rio and Miguel Sano each 
hit solo homers for the 
Twins, who have a major 
league-leading 233 home 
runs this season. The record 
is 267, set last year by the 
Yankees. 

PADRES 7, RAYS 2 

SAN DIEGO (AP) — Cal 


Quantrill contributed with 
his arm and bat as San Di¬ 
ego beat Tampa Bay for 
the first time in over nine 
years. 

San Diego had lost nine in 
a row to the Rays overall 
since June 23, 2010, in an 
interleague matchup that 
hasn't occurred too often. 
The Padres also posted 
their first home win over 
Tampa Bay — they were 
0-3 a gainst the Rays in 2004 
when Petco Park opened, 
and had dropped the first 
two games of this series 
Eric Hosmer homered to 
help San Diego stop a 
three-game losing streak. 
Tampa Bay had won five 
in row, along with nine 
straight on the road. 
Quantrill (6-3) gave up a 
two-run homer to Tommy 
Pham in the first inning, but 
little else before leaving 
with one out in the sixth. 
He allowed three hits and 
walked one, striking out six. 
Rays starter Jalen Beeks 
(5-2) allowed five runs on 
eight hits in five inningsO 
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USA, Spain set to meet in a World Cup warmup 



In thisJuly 26,2018, file photo, head coach head coach Gregg Popovich speaks with the media 
during a training camp for USA Basketball, in Las Vegas. 


By DM REYNOLDS 
EL SEGUNDO, Calif. (AP) 

— "The U.S. and Spain are 
facing off Friday night, a 
matchup of the two top- 
ranked basketball teams 
in the world and a possible 
precursorto a medal-round 
meeting next month at the 
World Cup. 

That might sound exciting. 
To the teams, not so much. 
Both the Americans and 
the Spaniards are going 
into the game in Anaheim 
feeling the same way — 
that they are still in the for¬ 
mative stage, working out 
kinks on the way to setting 
a final roster, lhat's why 
the tea ms a Iso are making 
this much clean What they 
show Friday won't be what 
they're hoping to show in 
C hina when the World C up 
getsgoing. 

"For sure, it won't be on our 
side," Spain coach Sergio 
Scariolo said. 'We still have 
14 players. Not all of our 
players are in 100 percent 
shape yet, and most of 
them are kind of in a load 
management in terms of 
their playing time. I think it's 
going to be a nice game 
between good teams ... 
but the final product, not 
at all." 

Spain worked out "Thursday 
at a high school in Playa 
Del Rey, while the Ameri¬ 


cans went through their 
last practice on U.S. soil 
back at the Los Angeles 
Lakers' practice facility. It's 
expected that the U.S. will 
have most of its 15 remain¬ 
ing players available Friday 
— Boston's Marcus Smart 
(who did some on-court 
work "Thursday) probably 


won't play while he works 
his way back from a calf 
strain, and Denver's Mason 
Plumlee left practice "Thurs¬ 
day after his mouth got 
bloodied. 

"The Americans will leave 
for Australia on Satur¬ 
day. "The 12-man roster for 
China won't be set when 


that plane takes off; the 
U.S. plan is to take at least 
14 players to Australia for 
three exhibitions and at 
least three practices there, 
then set the final World Cup 
squad before heading to 
Shanghai around Aug. 28. 
So Friday will be in part 
about evaluation, part 


a bout experience. 

'We just want to get better," 
U.S. coach Gregg Popo¬ 
vich said. 'We're trying to 
form a basketball team. 
So familiarity and camara¬ 
derie is important, under¬ 
standing who they're play¬ 
ing with, what each other 
does on the court, that's 
all new to our guys. Under¬ 
standing how we want to 
play and the system we 
think we need to play to 
win, just taking further steps 
hopefully without skipping 
any." 

"The U.S. is ranked No. 1 
in the world by basket¬ 
ball governing body FIBA, 
while Spain is ranked No. 2. 
Spa in's roster features Ma rc 
Gasol of the NBA cham¬ 
pion Toronto Raptors, plus 
Phoenix guard Ricky Rubio 
and formerNBA guard and 
longtime Spanish national- 
team standout Rudy Fer¬ 
nandez. 

DURANT, G REEN VISIT 

"The U.S. practice "Thursday 
had a couple of visitors 
— Brooklyn's Kevin Durant 
and Golden State's Dray- 
mond Green. Durant, the 
MVP of the 2010 World 
Cup gold-medal run forthe 
U.S., milled about and ad¬ 
dressed players. Green ex¬ 
changed a warm hug with 
hisWarriorscoach and U.S. 
assistant, Steve Kerr.Q 



In this Jan. 26, 2018, file photo, then-New Orleans Pelicans 
center DeMaic us Cousins lies on the court while being tended 
to alter an injury during the second half of an NBA basketball 
game againstthe Houston Rockets in New Orleans. 

Associated ness 


Continued from Ffege 17 

"Those previous injuries cost 
him a lot of games and a 
lot of money. 

"This injury is only going to 
add to those totals. 

"He was going to be a big 
part of what we're go¬ 
ing to do," Lakers forward 
Kyle Kuzma said after USA 
Basketball practice at the 
Lakers' facility on "Thursday, 
shortly after the severity 
of Cousins' injury was con¬ 
firmed. 

Plenty of players from 
around the NBA turned 
to social media to send 
Cousins messages of sup¬ 
port, including Pau Gasol, 
who wrote 'You will come 
back stronger brother." 
Golden State coach Steve 
Kerr — a U.S. assistant — 
said he wasdevastated for 
Cousins. Kerr also pointed 
out that the two games 
Golden State won against 
Toronto in last season's 


NBA Finals, Games 2 and 
5, were not coincidental¬ 
ly games where Cousins 
played particularly well for 
the Wa rriors. 

"Injuries are part of the 
game but when you are 
talking a bout a player who 
has now dealt with the 
two most fea red injuries for 
NBA players — the Achilles 
and ACL— each basically 
knocking you out for an 
entire season, to deal with 
thatovera 2 1 /;>-,three-year 
span, it's unheard of," Kerr 
said. 'So I don't know. What 
a blow for him, forthe Lak¬ 
ers. He's going to have to 
process it all and start all 
overagain." 

"The Achillestearpreceded 
Cousins' 2018 trip to free 
agency, where he could 
have commanded a multi¬ 
year deal exceeding $100 
million. He wound up hav¬ 
ing to sign a one-year, $5.3 
million contract with Gold¬ 


en State. 

And this summer, again 
after dealing with injury, 
Cousins had to settle for 
much less than the going 
rate for someone averag¬ 
ing more than 20 points 


and 10 rebounds per 
game for his career. He 
signed with the Lakers on 
anotherone-yeardeal, this 
time for $3.5 million. 

"I've told y'aII before I don't 
take any of this for grant¬ 


ed," Cousins said in June, 
during the NBA Finals when 
he and the Warriors lost in 
six games to Toronto. "I've 
seen how quick this game 
can be taken away from 
you. So every chance I get 
to go out there and play, 
I'm going to leave it on the 
floor." 

"This could have been a 
massive year for Cousins, 
who was going to get a 
chance to play with LeBron 
James and reunite with his 
former New Orleans team¬ 
mate Anthony Davis with 
the Lakers — a team with 
major aspirations after an 
offseason roster overhaul. 

A big year could have set 
Cousins up fora significant 
contract next summer. It is 
now unclear if he'll play at 
all before he returns to the 
open market. 

"It's been a couple years 
of hell for DeMarcus," Kerr 
said .□ 










SPORTS l ^ 23 


FRIDAY 16 AUGUST 2019 



In this J uly 7, 2019, file photo, the United States team celebrates 
afterwinning the Women's World C up final soccermatc h against 
the Netherlands at the Stade de Lyon in Decines, outside Lyon, 
France. 

Associated Press 


U.S Soccer, team talks 
break down; likely 
head to jury trial 


AP Sports WHter 

Players for the World Cup 
champion women's na¬ 
tional team say mediation 
talks with the U.S. Soccer 
Federation in their dispute 
overequal pay are over. 
Molly Levinson, who rep¬ 
resents the players in mat¬ 
ters concerning the dis¬ 
pute, said in a statement 
Wednesday that the play¬ 
ers look forward to a jury 
trial. 

'We entered this week's 
mediation with representa¬ 
tives of USSF full of hope," 
Levinson said. 'Today we 
mustconclude these meet¬ 
ings sorely disappointed in 
the federation's determi¬ 
nation to perpetuate fun¬ 
damentally discriminatory 
workplace conditions and 
behavior." 

U.S. Soccer said it had 
hoped to reach a reso¬ 
lution, but accused the 
counsel for the players of 
"an aggressive and ulti¬ 
mately unproductive ap¬ 
proach." 

'We value our players, and 
have continually shown 
that, by providing them 
with compensation and 
support that exceeds any 
other women's team in 
the world," the federation's 
statement said. 

Ihe players sued U.S. Soc¬ 
cer in March, charging in¬ 
stitutionalized gender dis¬ 
crimination that includes 
inequitable compensation 
when compared with their 


counterparts on the men's 
national team, "fhe federa¬ 
tion countered that pay 
and benefits for members 
of the men's and women's 
teams, bargained by sepa¬ 
rate unions, can't be com¬ 
pared and said there was 
no basis for allegations of 
illegal conduct. 

The two sides agreed to 
mediate the matter once 
the Women's World Cup 
in France was over. The 
United States beat the 
Netherlands to win the title 
last month, and afterward 
fa ns in the crowd chanted 
"Equal Pay!" 

Federation President Carlos 
Cordeiro wrote U.S. Soccer 
members in late J uly claim¬ 
ing the women's team was 
paid more overall than the 
men's team between 2010 
and 2018. 

The letter stated that the 
federation paid out $34.1 
million in salary and game 
bonusesto the women be¬ 
tween 2010 and 2018 as 
opposed to $26.4 million 
paid to the men. "The total 
did not include the value 
of benefits received only 
by the women, like health 
care, Cordeiro wrote. 

The players have disputed 
the figures, claiming they 
are misleading. 

"It is clear that USSF, includ¬ 
ing its Board of Directors 
and President Carlos Cor¬ 
deiro, fully intend to contin¬ 
ue to compensate women 
players less than men. □ 



In this Aug 13, 2016, file photo, youngsters play in a pee-wee football game during halftime of 
a p re season NFL football game between the Los Angeles Rams and the Dallas Cowboys in los 
Angeles 

Associated Press 


USA Football pilots program 
to attract more young playevs 


By LARRY LAG E 
AP Sports WHter 

USA Football is piloting the 
game's first long-term de¬ 
velopment program in 
the hopes of growing the 
game and catching up 
to other sports around the 
world. 

The sport's governing body 
launched its Football De¬ 
velopment Model on Thurs¬ 
day, announcing six youth 
leagues will team up with 
USA Football in the hopes 
of attracting more young 
playersand improving skills. 
The leagueswill experiment 
with new ways to coach 
fundamentals in practice, 
aiming to hone skills while 
cutting down on full-speed 
contact that ends with 
players hitting the ground. 
The FDM also will encour¬ 
age leagues to experiment 
with different ways to play 
the game, including flag 
football, padded flag foot¬ 
ball and modified games 
with smaller fields and few- 
erthan 11 playerson each 
team. 

"We're looking at football 
in a fresh, new way," USA 
Football CEO Scott Ha lien- 
beck said in an interview 
with The Associated Press. 
'These leagues around the 
country are willing to take 
on this challenge with us to 
change the narrative and 
culture of the game, which 


is easy to say and hard to 
do. 

"Hopefully, the Football 
Development Model will 
reimagine the sport to help 
parents gain confidence 
and trust and to address 
some of the challenges in 
the sport." 

Ukely due to the fear of 
concussions, participation 
in youth tackle football has 
declined sharply this de¬ 
cade. 

There were more than one 
million children ages 6 to 
12 playing tackle foot¬ 
ball each year from 2011 
to 2013 and participated 
dipped to 839,282 in 2018 
according to the Sports 
and Fitness Industry As¬ 
sociation. Participation in 
flag football for the same 
age group, according to 
the SFIA, has increased 
from fewer than 700,000 in 
2014to nearly one million in 
2018. 

"My son started playing 
tackle football at 7and I still 
wonderifthatwasthe best 
thing to do," Hallenbeck 
said. 'When you look at it 
from a skill-development 
lens, why can't flag football 
be likeT-ball isforbaseball? 
In flag, you can teach how 
to pass, catch, backpedal 
and get into a breakdown 
position defensively. You 
can leam how to play foot¬ 
ball without contact." 


The program was crafted in 
partbya council of people 
with expertise in football, 
medical and child devel¬ 
opment along with long¬ 
term athlete development. 
'The FDM is a progressive 
approach for the devel¬ 
opment and safety of our 
playersastheyare learning 
the game,"said Dartmouth 
coach Buddy Teevens, a 
member of the council. 
'This is 21st-century football 
thatembracesthe value of 
the team experience, fun¬ 
damental skill instruction 
and contact reduction in 
an effort to teach the sport 
in a smarterand saferfash- 
ion."The Niagara Erie Youth 
Sports Association in New 
York, the Miami Xtreme 
Youth Football League,Tex¬ 
as' Frisco Football League, 
the Washington-Greene 
Youth Football League in 
Pennsylvania, the Iowa 
Development League in 
Des Moines and Utah's Ute 
Football Conference will pi¬ 
lot USA Football's new pro¬ 
gram. 'The FDM is an ath¬ 
lete's roadmap — at any 
age — to enjoy the fun of 
football by participating in 
sport activities that are de- 
velopmentally appropriate 
physically, mentally and 
socially," said NCAA Chief 
Medical Officer Dr. Brian 
Ha inline, chairman of the 
FDM council. Q 
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Virgin Galactic revealsHituristic outpostfbrspace tourism 



Virgin Galactic ground crew guide the company's earner plane into the hangar at Spaceport 
America following a test flight over the desert near Upham, New Mexico, on Ihuisday, Aug. 15, 
2019. 

Associated Press 


By SUSAN MONTOYA BRY¬ 
AN 

Associated ness 
UPHAM, N.M. (AP) — 

Spaceport America is no 
longer just a shiny shell of 
hope that space tourism 
would one day launch 
from this remote spot in the 
New Mexico desert. 

"fhe once-empty hangar 
that anchors the taxpayer- 
financed launch and land¬ 
ing facility has been trans¬ 
formed into a custom-tai¬ 
lored headquarters where 
Virgin Galactic will run its 
commercial flight opera¬ 
tions. 

Two levelswithin the space¬ 
port include mission con¬ 
trol, a preparation area 
for pilots and a lounge for 
paying customers and their 
friends and families, with 
each elementofthe fitand 
finish paying homage to ei¬ 
ther the desert landscape 
that surrounds the futuris¬ 
tic outpost or the promise 
of traveling to the edge of 
space. 

From hotel rooms to aircraft 
cabins, the Virgin brand 
touts its designs for their 
focus on the customer ex¬ 
perience. Spaceport is no 
different. 

Earthen tones help ground 


visitors on the first floor. "The 
social hub includesan inter¬ 
active digital walkway and 
a coffee bar made of Ital¬ 
ian marble. On the upper 
deck, shades of white and 
gray speakto Virgin Galac¬ 
tic's more lofty mission. 
Company officials, offering 


the first glimpse ofthe facil¬ 
ity Thursday, say the space 
is meant to create "an un¬ 
paralleled experience" as 
c usto mens prepare forwhat 
Virgin Galactic describes 
asthe journey of a lifetime. 
Just how soon customers 
will file into Virgin Galactic's 


newly outfitted digsforthe 
first commercial flights has 
yet to be determined. A 
small number of test flights 
are still needed. 

Billionaire Richard Branson, 
who isbehind Virgin Galac¬ 
tic, and former New Mex¬ 
ico Gov. Bill Richardson, 


a Democrat, first pitched 
the plan for the spaceport 
nearly 15 years ago. 

There were construction 
delays and cost overruns 
Virgin Galactic's space¬ 
ship development took far 
longer than expected and 
had a majorsetbackwhen 
its first experimental craft 
broke apart during a 2014 
test flight, killing the co-pi- 
lot. 

Critics suggested the proj¬ 
ect was a boondoggle, 
but supporters argued that 
there were bound to be 
hard and sometimes costly 
lessons. 

Democratic state Sen. 
George Munoz has endur¬ 
ing concerns about the 
business model for com¬ 
mercial, low-orbit travel for 
passengers. 

'You can have all the mon¬ 
ey in the world and come 
back and say, 'Was my 30 
secondsoffame worth that 
risk?'"he said. 

Munoz says New Mexico's 
anticipated return on in¬ 
vestment in terms of jobs 
and visitors is still overdue, 
with more than $200 mil¬ 
lion public funds spent on 
Spaceport America in co¬ 
operation with Virgin Ga¬ 
lactic asanchortenantO 


Vaping companies sue to delay 
U.SL review of e-c igaiettes 



In this Tuesday, April ID, 2018 photo, a high school principal 
displays vaping devices that were confiscated from students at 
the school in Massachusetts. 

Associated Hess 


By MATTHEW PERRONE 
AP Health WHter 
WASHINGTON (AP) — A 

vaping industry group sued 
the U.S. government on 
Wednesday to delay an 
upcoming review of thou¬ 
sands of e-cigarettes on 
the market. 

The legal challenge by the 
Vapor Technology Asso¬ 
ciation is the latest hurdle 
in the Food and Drug Ad¬ 
ministration's yearlong ef¬ 


fort to regulate the multi- 
billion-dollar vaping indus¬ 
try, which includes makers 
and retailers of e-cigarette 
devicesand flavored solu¬ 
tions. 

The vaping group argued 
that the latest deadline of 
next May to submit prod¬ 
ucts for review could wipe 
out many of the smaller 
companies. The lawsuit was 
filed in U.S. District Court in 
Kentucky. 


E-cigarettes first appeared 
in the U.S. more than a de¬ 
cade ago and have grown 
in popularity despite little 
research on their long-term 
effects, including whether 
they can help smokers quit 
cigarettes 

In recent years, health au¬ 
thorities have warned of 
an epidemic of vaping by 
underage teenagers, par¬ 
ticularly the leading brand 
J uul, known for its high nic¬ 
otine content and easy-to- 
conceal device, which re- 
semblesa flash drive. 
Nicotine is what makes 
both cigarettes and e- 
cigarettes addictive, and 
health experts say the 
chemical is harmful to de¬ 
veloping brains 
San Francisco-based J uul is 
among 800 member com¬ 
panies of the vaping asso¬ 


ciation. 

The 2009 law that gave the 
FDA power over the tradi¬ 
tional tobacco products 
did not mention e-ciga- 
rettes. And it wasn't until 
2016 that the agency ex¬ 
panded itsown regulations 
to include the devices But 
since then FDA regulators 
have repeatedly pushed 
back the timeline, at one 
point until 2022, to begin re¬ 
view the legions of vaping 
products that have come 
to ma rket. 

Frustrated by the delays, 
anti-tobacco groups in¬ 
cluding the Campaign for 
Tobacco-Free Kids sued 
the FDA to speed up the 
process In J une, a federal 
judge sided with the groups 
and seta deadline of next 
May for all companies to 
submit their products for 


federal review. The FDA has 
until next month to appeal 
the decision. 

The vapor group's lawsuit 
said the FDA has now set 
five different deadlines 
"It is time for FDA to stop 
moving the goalposts and 
changing the rules in the 
middle ofthe game to the 
detriment of our manufac¬ 
turers and small business¬ 
es," said Tony Abboud, the 
group's executive director, 
in a statement. 

Vaping executives have 
long said thatmostcompa- 
nieswill not be able to af¬ 
ford to conduct large, ex¬ 
pensive studies needed for 
FDA review. Only products 
that meet FDA standards 
would be permitted to be 
sold. 

The FDA declined to com¬ 
ment on the lawsuitO 
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US stoc ks steady after plunge, but caution still veigns 



Trader Michael Capolino works on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange, Thursday, Aug. 15, 
2019. 

Associated Press 


By STAN C HOE 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Stocks 
around the world remained 
stuck in the spin cycle Thurs¬ 
day, as worries about a 
possible recession collided 
with hopes that the stron¬ 
gest part of the U.S. econ¬ 
omy — shoppers spending 
atstoresand online — can 
keep going. 

The S&P 500 clawed back 
some of its steep loss from 
a day earlier, when stocks 
tumbled after a fairly reli¬ 
able warning signal of re¬ 
cession emerged from the 
bond market. Stocks in 
Asia and Europe, mean¬ 
while, sank after China 
said it would take "neces¬ 
sary countermeasures" if 
President Donald Trump 
follows through on a threat 
to impose tariffs on more 
than $100 billion of Chinese 
goodson Sept. 1. 

The U.S. bond market, 
which has been among 
the loudest and earliest to 
cry out warnings a bout the 
economy, also continued 
to show concern as yields 
fell. 

Trading was again turbu¬ 
lent, and markets around 
the world jerked up and 
down Thursday as they've 


been doing for weeks. 
Prices for everything from 
stocks to gold to oil have 
been heaving as investors 
flail from one moment of 
uncertainty around Trump's 
trade war to another 
around whatcentral banks 
will do with interest rates. 

In the U.S., Walmart shares 
surged 4.3%and helped to 
steady the market after it 
said it made a bigger profit 


in the last three months 
than Wall Street expected, 
thanks in part to strong on¬ 
line sales of groceries A 
separate government re¬ 
port also showed that re¬ 
tail sales a cross the country 
last month rose more than 
economists expected. 

The S&P 500 was up 0.5% 
as of 12:08 p.m. Eastern 
time afterflipping between 
a loss of 0.2% and a gain of 


0.6% through the morning. 
A day earlier, it plunged 
2.9% 

The Dow Jones Industrial 
Average rose 125 points, 
or 0.5% to 25,604, and the 
Nasdaq composite rose 
0.3% 

Consumerspending makes 
up the bulk of the U.S. 
economy, and shoppers 
have been carrying the 
economy recently amid 


worries that businesses will 
pull backon their spending 
due to all the uncertainty 
created by the trade war. 
Other economies a re slow¬ 
ing as the trade war is do¬ 
ing damage to manufac¬ 
turers a round the world. 
Those concerns helped 
drive the yield on the 10- 
year Treasury down to 
1.53% Thursday from 1.58% 
late Wednesday. That yield 
hasbeen steadily dropping 
since late last year, when it 
wasabove 3% 

The 10-year yield has sunk 
so much that it dropped 
below the yield of the two- 
year Treasury Wednesday, 
a rare occurrence and one 
that has historically sug¬ 
gested a recession may be 
a yearortwo away. 

The 30-year Treasury yield 
fell to 1.99% from 2.02% 
and earlier touched a re¬ 
cord low, a sign of concern 
among investors. When 
worried about weakereco- 
nomic growth and inflation, 
they tend to pile into Trea- 
surys, which pushes up their 
prices and in turn pushes 
down yields. 

'The countdown to a reces¬ 
sion has just started," said 
Hussein Sayed, Chief Mar¬ 
ket Strategist at FXTMO 


US industrial outputfell 0.2% in J ulyas fee tellies straggle 


By JOSH BO AK 
Associated ness 
WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S. 
industrial production fell 
0.2% in J uly, as factory ac¬ 
tivity slumped in a worri¬ 
some signforthe economy. 
The Federal Reserve said 
Thursday that the overall 
decline was caused pri¬ 
marily by a 0.4% drop last 
month in manufacturing 
production. Output de¬ 
creased forautos, fabricat¬ 
ed metals, wood products, 
textiles and plastics and 
rubber products. 

Over the past 12 months, 
factory production has 
fallen 0.5% Manufacturers' 
struggles reflect a global 
softening in growth that has 
been magnified by Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump'suse of 
tariffs to escalate a trade 
war with China. The risks 
have been great enough 
that the financial markets 


on Wednesday flashed 
signs of a possible reces¬ 
sion. The interest charged 
on 10-year U.S. Treasury 
notes fell below the rate 
charged on 2-year notes, 
usually an indicatorthat in¬ 
vestors see near-term prob¬ 
lems that could cause a 
downturn. 

J enniferLee, a seniorecon- 
omist at BMO Capital Mar¬ 
kets, said the trade war is 
weighing heavily on manu¬ 
facturers. 

"Uncertainty over which 
way it is headed, or how 
painful it will be, is prevent¬ 
ing businesses from moving 
too far forward with spend¬ 
ing, investing, hiring plans," 
she said. 

The declining outputatfac- 
torieshasled some analysts 
and politicians to suggest 
that manufacturing has 
entered into its own reces¬ 
sion. But other indie a tors still 


show growth. The pace of 
manufacturing job growth 
has slowed, but the sector 
is not beset by layoffs. The 
Institute for Supply Man¬ 
agement, an association 
of purchasing managers, 
said earlier this month that 
its survey shows the sector 
is still expanding, though it 
has suffered from a slow¬ 
down. 

Other components of the 
Fed's industrial production 
report were mixed. 
Production at the nation's 
utilities increased 3.1% Pro¬ 
duction at mines, a sector 
that also covers oil and 
gas drilling, fell 1.8%as Hur¬ 
ricane Barry temporarily 
halted oil extraction in the 
Gulf of Mexico. 

More plant equipment is 
sitting idle. Capacity utiliza¬ 
tion slipped inj uly to 77.5% 
down 2.2pointsfroma year 
ago.Q 



In this J une 24, 2019, file photo Ford's employees woik on a Lin¬ 
coln Aviator line at Ford's Chicago Assembly Plant in Chicago's 
Hegewisch neighborhood. 

Associated ness 
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Difficulty Level ★★★★ 8/16 

Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Cry 

4 Luggage car 
toppers 

9 Griffith or Williams 

13 Directive 

14 African lilies 

15 Very dry 

16 TV’s “The Big_ 

Theory” 

17 Heavy traffic 
problem 

19 Late heavyweight 
champ 

20 Monetary 
penalties 

21 Chips in 

22 Injured arm 
support 

24 “Oh, _ Pete’s 
sake!” 

25 Intertwining 

27 Pint-size 

30 Flying saucer pilot 

31 “Guilty” and “Not 
guilty” 

33 Bathroom feature 

35 Slapstick props 

36 “Jack and the 
Beanstalk” ogre 

37 Create 

38 _ Antonio, TX 

39 Toothpaste brand 

40 Covered 
pioneer’s transport 

41 Gazed long and 
hard 

43 Wears the crown 

44 Regulation 

45 Keaton or Sawyer 

46 Flower stalks 

49 Smell awful 

51 Elected official: 
abbr. 

54 Golfer’s tops 

56 One whose pants 
are on fire? 

57 Sleeve fillers 

58 The best 

59 _-over-lightly; 

careless job 

60 Home of twigs 

61 _ for; represented 

62 Grunt 

DOWN 

1 Playful mammal 

2 All-knowing 

3 Marsh 

4 Running fast 

5 Go _ with; 
accompany 
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6 Ice cream scoop 
holder 

7 Small barrels 

8 90 degrees from 
ENE 

9 Toward a ship’s 
rear 

10 Astronaut 
Armstrong 

11 _out; leave 

school 

12 Cravings 

13 Adv. business 
degree 

18 Footwear 

20 Twain’s Huck 

23 Bears false 
witness 

24 Brave deed 

25 Trips around the 
track 

26 Otherwise known 
as 

27 Circus shelter 

28 Walking 
unsteadily 

29 Canadian 
territory 

31 “The _ Piper of 
Hamelin” 

32 Vegas opener 

34 Uncle _ rice 


Thursday’s Puzzle Solved 
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36 _up; 

matured 

37 Primary 

39 Obtuse 

40 Feeble 

42 Just about 

43 Washed off 

45 “Same for me!’ 

46 Range 

47 Floored it 


48 Lawn trees 

49 Gritty sediment 

50 Set of three 

52 Per item 

53 Prefix for view or 
med 

55 “For _ a jolly 
good fellow...” 

56 Costello or 
Gehrig 
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In this Wednesday, Sept 13, 2017, file photo, a Honda Key deer 
stands on the side of Overseas Highway in the aftermath of Hur¬ 
ricane Irma in Big Pine Key, Ha. 

Associated Press 


Government suggests 
taking Key deer off 
endangered list 


By MARC US UM 
MIAMI (AP) — The federal 
government is proposing to 
strip the tiny Key deer of its 
endangered species sta¬ 
tus despite what environ¬ 
mentalists say are continu¬ 
ing threats to the animal 
due to development in the 
Florida Keys, its only known 
habitat. 

"The deerisAmerica'ssmall¬ 
est, growing to about 30 
inches(76cm) atthe shoul¬ 
der, and has become a 
tourist attraction in the 
Keys Its numbers are cur¬ 
rently estimated at about 
600, up from as low as a 
couple dozen in the 1950s. 
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service says its studies show 
there are no more signifi¬ 
cant threats to the deer, 
and has set a public forum 


on Aug. 22 in the Keys on 
removing the deer from 
the Endangered Species 
List. Environmental groups 
say stripping the deer of 
endangered status would 
leave itatthe mercyoffur- 
ther human development 
and sea level rise. 

Alicia Putney, the former 
president of Key Deer Pro¬ 
tection Alliance, said she 
was shocked that the deer 
might be delisted. 

'The population may have 
increased but the Key deer 
is still globally in peril," Put¬ 
ney said. "It has been pop¬ 
ular for tourists around the 
world to see and the Keys 
draw many visitors for it." 
Hundredsof Key deerwere 
wiped out because of 
damage from Hurricane 
Irma in 2017. □ 
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Marriott Aruba Surf Club 


GOLD Season 

2B Ocean front $ 14k 
2B Oceanside $8500 
GV $6k OV $7k 
3BEDROOM $12500 

PLATINUM Season 

2B Oceanfront $27k 
Oceanside $ 16k 
Oceanview $ 15k 
3BEDROOM $26k 
*WK. 51 GV $39k 
*WK 52 OV $46k 
* Weeks 7 and 14-all views 

Marriott Aruba Ocean Cluh 

GOLD Season 

2B Oceanfront $ 14k 
2B OV $8000 

1 Bed $4000 

IB Oceanfront $7000 

PLATINUM Season 

2 Bed OV $16000 
2B Oceanfront $24k 
1B OV $ 10k 

** Destination points S9 per 
point 

La Cabana Beach Resort 
2BD - Weeks 30-33 #322BC and 
412BC $6500 each wk 

We Need Sellers!!! 
Costa Linda & Playa Linda 
& All Divi Weeks 

We are the #1 
Rental Timeshare 
agent for Aruba! 

We also RENT Aruba weeks for 
owners, Contact us to BUY, 
SELL or RENT any timeshare 
property. 


Contact: 

j ulie@conciergerealty.com 

888-888-2204 Ext 111 

Website: 

www.conciergerealty.com 



ill L»U|_J_ j 


facebook.com/ambatoday/ 


FOR SALE 
Eagle Aruba Resort 

1 bedroom / week 33 august 
brand new suite 
$7,500 negociable 
Phone # 321 287 8547 
emai: 25coco@gmail.com 

_211677 

FOR SALE/RENT 
Divi Studio 

wk 35 8/31 Dutch Village rm 128 
buy $2700, rent $650 
Divi Golf wk 35 8/31, unit 4201, 
buy $3200, rent $650 
e-mail: rmwjmw@aol.com 
or call 508-651-0016 

_211670 
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HEALTH 

DOCTOR ON DUTY 
Oranjestad 

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 

San Nicolas 

IMSAN 24 Hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 

Oranjestad: 

Sta. Anna Tel. 586 8181 
San Nicolas: 

San Lucas Tel. 584 5119 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 

Police 100 

Oranjestad 527 3140 

Noord 527 3200 

Sta. Cruz 527 2900 

San Nicolas 584 5000 

Police Tipline 11141 
Ambulancia 911 

Fire Dept. 115 

Red Cross 582 2219 

TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 

Prof. Taxi 588 0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 

A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 

TRAVEL INFO 

Aruba Airport 524 2424 

American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 

Jet Blue 588 2244 

Surinam 582 7896 


CRUISES 




August 18 

Freewinds 
August 21 

Monarch 
Carnival Magic 

AID FOUNDATIONS 

FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 

Women in Difficulties 
Tel. 583 5400 

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 

Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 

General Info 

Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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Pure as snow? Scientists say air carrying plastics to Arctic 



This undated photo provided by the 'Helmholtz centre for polar and marine research the Alfred 
Wegener institute' shows snow samples from Tschuggen, Switzerland, locked and ready for 
transport to Davos. 

Associated Press 


By FRANKJ ORDANS 
Associated Press 
BERLIN (AP) — Sc ientists sa y 
they've found an abun¬ 
dance of tiny plastic parti¬ 
cles in Arctic snow, indicat¬ 
ing that so-called micro- 
plastics are being sucked 
into the atmosphere and 
carried long distances to 
some of the remotest cor- 
nersofthe planet. 

"fhe researchers examined 
snow collected from sites 
in the Arctic, northern Ger¬ 
many, the Bavarian and 
Swiss Alps and the North 
Sea island of Heligoland 
with a process specially 
designed to analyze their 
samples in a lab. 

'While we did expect to 
find micro plastics, the 
enormous concentrations 
surprised us," Melanie Berg- 
mann, a researcher at the 
Alfred-Wegener-lnstitute in 
Bremertiaven, Germany, 
said. 

Their findings were pub¬ 
lished Wednesday in the 
journal Science Advances 
Previousstudieshave found 
microplastics — which are 
created when man-made 
materials break apart and 
defined as pieces smaller 
than 5 millimeters — in the 
air of Paris, Tehran and 
Dongguan, China. 


The research demonstrat¬ 
ed the fragments may be¬ 
come airborne in a way 
similar to dust, pollen and 
fine particulate matter 
from vehicle exhausts. 

While there's growing con¬ 
cern about the environ¬ 
mental impact of micro¬ 
plastics, scientists have yet 


to determine what effect, 
if any, the minute particles 
have on humans or wild life. 
Bergmann, who co-au- 
thored the study, said the 
highest concentrations of 
micro plastics we re found in 
the Bavarian Alps, with one 
sample having more than 
150,000 particles per 1 liter 


(0.26 gallons) 

Although the Arctic sam¬ 
ples were less contaminat¬ 
ed, the third-highest con¬ 
centration in the samples 
the researchers analyzed 

— 14,000 particles per liter 

— came from an ice floe in 
the Fram Strait off eastern 
Greenland, she said. 


On average, the research¬ 
ers found 1,800 particles 
per liter in the samples tak¬ 
en from that region. 

Martin Wagner, a biologist 
atthe Norwegian University 
of Science and Technol¬ 
ogy who wasn't involved 
with the study, said the 
extremely high concentra¬ 
tions could be partly attrib¬ 
uted to the methods the 
researchers used, which 
allowed them to identify 
microplastics as small as 
11 micrometers, or 0.011 
millimeters — less than the 
width of a human hair. 

'This is significant because 
most studies so far looked 
at much larger microplas¬ 
tics," he said. "Based on 
that, I would conclude that 
we very much underesti¬ 
mate the actual micro plas¬ 
tics levels in the environ¬ 
ment." 

"Importantly, the study 
demonstrates that atmo¬ 
spheric transport is a rel¬ 
evant process moving mi¬ 
croplastics around, poten¬ 
tially over long ranges and 
on a global scale," Wagner 
added. "Also, snow may be 
an important reservoir stor¬ 
ing micro plastics and re¬ 
leasing it during snow melt, 
something that has not 
been looked at before.'□ 



In this file photo dated Thursday, J uly 25, 2019, a bird sits on a 
straw bale on a field in Frankfurt; Germany, asthe sun rises dur¬ 
ing an ongoing heatwave in Europe. 

Associated Press 
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Scientistsconfiim J uly set 
new global heat record 


By FRANKJ ORDANS 
BERUN (AP) — J uly was the 
hottest month measured 
on Earth since records be¬ 
gan in 1880, the latest in a 
long line of peaks that sci¬ 
entists say backs up pre¬ 
dictions for man-made cli¬ 
mate change. 

The U.S. National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Admin¬ 
istration said Thursday that 
J uly was 0.95 degrees Cel¬ 
sius (1.71 degrees Fahren¬ 
heit) warmer than the 20th 
century average of 15.8 C 
(60.4 F) forthe month. 
Because July is generally 
the wannest month on the 
calendar, meteorologists 
say this means it also set 
a new all-time monthly re¬ 
cord forthe past 140years. 


Last month's temperatures 
na mowly topped the previ- 
ousj uly record, set in 2016, 
by 0.03 C (0.05 F). 

The results had been ex¬ 
pected after several Euro¬ 
pean countries including 
France, Belgium and Ger¬ 
many reported that July 
smashed previous national 
temperature records. The 
Swedish hamlet of Markus- 
vinsa recorded a sizzling 
34.8 C (94.6 F), the high¬ 
est temperature measured 
north of the Arctic Circle. 
According to NOAA's re¬ 
cords, 9 of the 10 hottest 
J ulys on record have oc¬ 
curred since 2005 and last 
month was the 43rd con¬ 
secutive July above the 
20th century average. 


The record temperatures 
notched up in July were 
accompanied with other 
major landmarks. Average 
Arctic sea ice, for exam¬ 
ple, was almost 20% below 
average in July, less even 
than the previous historic 
low of J uly 2012. 

TheJ ulypeakscame hoton 
the heels of a sizzling J une, 
which ended up being the 
hottestj une recorded over 
the past 140years. 

The yearto date isalso 0.95 
C (1.71 F) above the long¬ 
term average, still slightly 
behind 2016 and on a par 
with 2017, NO A A said. 

M e te o ro lo g ists e xp e c 12019 
won't beat the current re¬ 
cord for warmest year, set 
in 20160 
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Aretha Ranklin'scancerdoctors recall hergrace, grit 



ThisJ uly 26,2010file photo shows performer Aretha Franklin in Philadelphia. 

Associated Press 


By J EFF KAROUES 
Associated Press 
DETROIT (AP) — Regard¬ 
less of her reputation as a 
performer, Aretha Fra nk¬ 
lin's cancer doctors say she 
was no diva asa patient. 
As the anniversary of her 
death approaches, two of 
her doctors tell The Associ¬ 
ated Press that the Queen 
of Soul handled the diag¬ 
nosis and treatment with 
grace — and the grit to 
keep performing for years 
with a rare type of cancer. 
"As a person, she was ex¬ 
tremely kind, she was re¬ 
spectful, she was funny — 
she treated people like me 
and my team members as 
her friends," said Dr. Mani- 
sha Shah of Ohio State Uni¬ 
versity. "There is no phone 
call that would end without 
her asking about us. Most 
of the time she would ask 
aboutusfirst.... It'sbecause 
who she was: She was real¬ 
ly down-to-earth." 

Franklin, who died in De¬ 
troit on Aug. 16, 2018, at 
76, had pancreatic neuro¬ 
endocrine cancer, which 
starts in the pancreas but 
is far different and much 
slower developing than 
the more common, ag¬ 
gressive type of pancreatic 
cancer known as adeno¬ 
carcinoma. Franklin's kind 
is exceedingly rare: Neuro¬ 
endocrine cancers com¬ 
prise about 7% of cancers 
originating in the pancreas, 
according to the Neuro¬ 
endocrine Tumor Research 
Foundation . 

Shah said she first saw 


Franklin after her 2010 di¬ 
agnosis, surgery and treat¬ 
ment at Detroit's Karma nos 
CancerCenter. 

"I think she had her priori¬ 
ties very clea r in her mind. 
... She would ask me how 
long this treatment would 
go for, what would be her 
restrictions," Shah said. "As 
far as I can see, she was 
able to live that dream, or 
herplan." 

Of course, her illness meant 
some cancellations, which 
was to include perform¬ 
ing on her 76th birthday in 
March of last year in New- 
arkand atthe New Orleans 
Jazz and Heritage Festival 
in April. But she gamely 
carried on as her illness 
progressed: Performances 
of note included closing 
a gala in November 2017 


for Elton John's 25th anni¬ 
versary of his AIDS founda¬ 
tion, and bringing President 
Barack Obama and many 
others to tears in 2015 with 
a triumphant performance 
of "(You Make Me Feel Like) 
A Natural Woman" at a 
Kennedy Center tribute for 
the song'sco-writer, Carole 
King. 

"How can the same person 
who is going through this 
cancer journey continue 
to do what she did all her 
life? It's amazing how she 
went through it so grace¬ 
fully," Sha h sa id. 'She wa sn't 
afraid." 

Both Shah and Dr. Philip 
Agop Philip, a professor 
at Karma nos and Wayne 
State University, recalled 
how she wanted to con¬ 
tinue her life as normally 


— and positively — as pos¬ 
sible. 

'She was full speed — she 
wasn't even complaining," 
said Philip, who first saw 
Franklin in early 2011 and 
washerdoctorof record at 
the time of herdeath. 'That 
was different than what 
I expected. ... She never 
showed signs that she was 
close to thinking that she 
may give up ... until the 
end, close to the end." 

In the public eye, she even 
embraced the "diva" tag, 
once saying, 'What do 
YOU think?" when an AP re¬ 
porter asked Franklin if she 
thought she was the ulti¬ 
mate diva while discussing 
a VH1 Divasconcert honor¬ 
ing hermusic. Still, Philip also 
saw a patient who didn't 
demand star treatment, 


saying she never made 
him or his staff 'Teel that 
we need to treat her as a 
celebrity." Of course, given 
herfame, some accommo¬ 
dations were made: She 
came and went through a 
side door and there were 
more frequent changes in 
appointments because of 
her performing schedule. 
While there, however, she 
was keen on doing what¬ 
ever needed to be done, 
he said. 

"She knew her body, she 
knew herself," he said. "A 
lot of patients will ask for 
treatment that doesn't re¬ 
ally make much difference 
to her body. She didn't do 
that." Shah says Franklin's 
cancer — the same kind 
Apple co-founder and 
longtime leaderSteve J obs 
had — has many treatment 
options, and her doctors 
employed both targeted 
drug therapy and che¬ 
motherapy. Shah said she 
talked with Franklin about 
traveling to Europe for a 
treatment before itwasap- 
p roved last year in the Unit¬ 
ed States. It was then the 
doctor learned of her pa- 
tie nt's famousfearof flying, 
w h ic h a nti-a nxiety ta p e s 
and classescouldn't help. 
"She said, 'Oh no, I can't 
go — I don't fly,"' Shah re¬ 
called. 'We had several 
other options for her." 

Both Shah and Philip recall 
Franklin's positivity in the 
face of cancer, and the 
positive effect that had 
on them as well as their 
colleague&Q 


K-pop superstar group BIS will take break, but brief 


By JONATHAN LANDRUM 

JR- 

Associated Press 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — A rep¬ 
resentative for K-pop su- 
perstargroup BT5said Tues¬ 
day the boy band is taking 
a break, but it will only be 
brief. 

BT5's rep told "The Associ¬ 
ated Press that the seven- 
member group will take a 
"well-deserved vacation." 
It was recently reported 
that BTS will head on an 
"extended" hiatus, but the 
group's rep said that's not 
the case. 


"It has been widely report¬ 
ed that BT5 will be taking 
a hiatus To clarify, BT5 will 
only be taking a brief, but 
well-deserved vacation," 
the group's rep said in an 
emailed statement. 'We 
want to assure all of the 
BT5ARMY, fans, friends and 
the media thatthe group is 
excited to get back on the 
stage very soon for their 
scheduled stadium tour. 
More exciting BT5 news and 
events to come!" 

BT5's agency Big Hit Enter¬ 
tainment said a concert 
Sunday in Seoul was the 


group's last scheduled per¬ 
formance before members 
take "vacations" for the first 
time sine e the ir 2013 d ebut. 
"The agency didn't say 
when BTS will start perform¬ 
ing again. 

The company's website 
said BT5 is scheduled to 
perform in Riyadh, Saudi 
Arabia, and Seoul in Octo¬ 
ber. 

BT5 has a large interna¬ 
tional following and was 
the first K-pop act to debut 
atop the Billboard Album 
chart last year with "Love 
Yourself: Tear. 



In this photo from April 24, 2019, the K-pop B15 group arrives at 
the The Fact Music awards ceremony in Incheon, South Korea. 

Associated ness 
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Tweens invade the raunchy teen comedy in 'Good Roys' 


By JAKE COYLE 
Associated Press 

The 12-year-old protago¬ 
nists of 'Good Boys" have 
mastered the use of lingo 
like "lit" and "bum," but they 
are foggier on just exact¬ 
ly what a tampon is and 
swearthata nymphomani¬ 
ac is someone who hassex 
on land and on sea. They 
are tantalizingly close to 
young adulthood and yet 
tragically faraway. 

'Good Boys"minesthatgulf 


between childhood and 
adolescence like few films 
have before. To be fair, few 
have even tried quite like 
this 'Good Boys" is rated 
R which means, as its mar¬ 
keting has playfully high¬ 
lighted, that its young stars 
— Jacob Tremblay, Keith 
L. Williams, Brady Noon — 
aren't old enough to see 
their own movie alone, 
even though they're the 
ones launching F-bombs 
and unwittingly goofing 
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This image released by Univeisal Pictures shows Brady Noon, from left as "Thor, Keith L Williams as 
Lucas, and J acob Tremblay, as Max, in the film, 'Good Boys," written by lee Esenbetg and Gene 
Sbupnitsky and directed by Sbupnitsky. 

Associated Press 


around with sex toys 
That contradiction is at 
the heart of 'Good Boys," 
a teen comedy about 
tweens. All of the genre's 
hallmarks are there, but 
they've been shifted down 
a grade or two. "The party 
the kids are trying franti¬ 
cally to getto isn'ta kegger 
but a "kissing party." 

Bonds of friendship are 
tested not by the looming 


separation of college but 
the onset of middle school 
cliques 

And there are slightly dif¬ 
ferent hurdles that stymie 
their adventures along the 
way. Whenever the boys 
encounter the child lock 
on a medicine bottle, for 
instance, they're at a com¬ 
plete loss 

'Good Boys" is a kind of 
mini-me to "Superbad." 


(Seth Rogen and Evan 
Goldberg, who wrote "Su- 
perbad"are producers.) It's 
the movie version of a kid 
wea ring c lothes ma ny sizes 
too big. And while it doesn't 
touch the comic heights of 
'Superbad," "Good Boys" is 
a raunchy good time and 
probably one of the most 
faithful cinematic represen¬ 
tations of pre-pubescent 
boyhoodO 


Samira Wiley says she'll never 
Ibiget her c ha racter Foussey 



This June 28, 2019, photo 
shows Samira Wiley posing for 
a portrait in New York to pro¬ 
mote the seventh season of 
'Orange is the New Black." 

Associated Press 

By LEANNEITAUE 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Samira 


Wiley has some advice for 
us all: "Find something that 
you love to do and get 
somebody to pay you for 
it." 

Before that happened to 
the 'Orange is the New 
Black" co-star, before she 
was even accepted to 
The Juilliard School, there 
was little more than her 
'tortured love" of the craft. 
That was no deterrence, 
though. 

'There's this intense, in¬ 
tense love on my part but, 
like, I don't know if it loves 
me back, kind of thing," 
said Wiley, who spent her 
childhood participating in 
various arts pro grams. "I just 
never got any encourage¬ 
ment or any, really, indica¬ 
tion at all that I was possibly 
talented. I just knew that I 


was in love with theater." 
After high school, she ap¬ 
plied to conservatories but 
came up empty-handed, 
landing at Temple Univer¬ 
sity and eventually J uilliard. 
"Acting, it's almost like this 
addiction," said Wiley, who 
played Poussey Washing¬ 
ton on the Netflixseriesthat 
released its seventh and 
final season in J uly. "I can't 
imagine my life without it." 
The show's creative team 
has established a fund 
that will support advocacy 
groups pressing forcriminal 
justice reform and women 
re-entering society from 
prison, along with those 
working to protect immi¬ 
grants' rightsand end mass 
incarceration. The fund is 
named in honor of Wiley's 
characterO 
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Melanie recalls Woodstock conceit and not being paid Ibrit 



In this Aug. 15,1998, file photo, Melanie Safka, who peribimed 
at the original Woodstock decades ago, opens the second day 
of the festival "Day In The Garden," in Bethel, N.Y. 

Associated Press 


By MESHN FEKADU 
Associated Press 
NEWYORK(AP) — Melanie, 
known as the First Lady of 
Woodstock, remembers 
having a supernatural ex¬ 
perience as she walked on 
the rainy stage in 1969 to 
perform at one of the most 
iconic events of all-time, 
though iconic isn't how 
anyone would have de¬ 
scribed the day backthen. 
"I had an out-of-body expe¬ 
rience and I wasn't altered 
by drugs,"she recalled. 

She was just 22 when she 
performed at the historic 
concert that also included 
J imi Hendrix, the Grate¬ 
ful Dead and Joan Baez. 
Melanie had been waiting 
for hours and hours to per¬ 
form, sitting on the side of 
the stage as she watched 
Richie Havens and others 
complete their sets. 

'The terror kept building 
in me. The thought of me 
performing in front of all 
of those people and that 
huge stage — I was all by 
myself," she said. 'Then it 
started to rain and I truly 


believed that everyone 
wasgoing to getup and go 
home. It's raining, I'm free, 
I'll go back to life a sit was. 
Maybe I will be an archae¬ 
ologist; maybe I will join the 
Peace Corps. That's when 
they said, 'You're next.'" 

The Incredible String Band 
was supposed to go on¬ 
stage, but 'they had con¬ 
cerns a bout electrocution," 
Melanie recalled. 

"I did n't know a bout electric 
yet," she sa id. "I just went on 
and my life was never the 
same. A complete spiritual 
awakening." 

Melanie, whose hits in¬ 
clude "Brand New Key" 
and "Lay Down (Candles 
in the Rain)," was one of 
the few female perform¬ 
ers at Woodstock. She said 
though Woodstock is re¬ 
membered as a ground¬ 
breaking concert, 'the last 
thing that I thought was 
that it would become a his¬ 
toric event." 

"People would say things 
like, 'Oh, Bob Dylan's com¬ 
ing. Oh no, he's not. May¬ 
be this group was coming. 


Oh, this group is coming.' 
I guess because people 
were pulling out, canceling 
because they knew that it 
waschaos" 

"Very few people got paid, 
unless the agency was 
representing them," the 
72-year-old added. "A lot 
of us did n't. I never made a 
penny from Woodstock." 


Melanie was set to perform 
at Woodstock co-founder 
Michael Lang's axed 50th- 
anniversary concert this 
yea r(La ng sa id a II of the a rt- 
istswere paid in full despite 
the event's cancellation). 
But Melanie's still celebrat¬ 
ing Woodstock's birthday 
at another concert honor¬ 
ing the event's legacy: WE 


2019 Experience in West 
Jefferson, North Carolina. 
The two-weekend affair, 
which kicked off last week 
and starts again Friday, 
features performers such 
as Jefferson Starship, Ten 
Years After, J ohn Sebastian 
and Canned Heat. 

An estimated 400,000 peo¬ 
ple showed up forthe origi¬ 
nal festival on upstate New 
York farmland Aug. 15-18, 
1969. 

"Fifty years later and I am 
the embodiment of the 
spirit of Woodstock. I saw 
what happened. People 
came together in a way 
thatyouseethiswhena ca¬ 
tastrophe happens, people 
band together; they sort of 
overcome amazing ob¬ 
stacles. That's the spirit of 
what wasgoing on. I expe¬ 
rienced it and I can't let go 
of it," she said. 

"At one point I figured, you 
know, I am in the service 
industry here. I do fulfill a 
little bit, I get those people, 
they're in front of me, and 
we all go to a higherplace. 
That'sall there is to it.'O 


Gyllenhaalattributesconquering fearto Oscar-winning doc 



^ M 



In this J une 17,2019 file photo, actorj ake Gyllenhaal poses for photographers upon anival atthe 
photo call for 'Spideiman: Bar Bom Home' in London. 

Associated Bess 


By JOHN CARUCCI 
Associated Press 
NEWYORK(AP) — Few per- 
formancesare asdaunting 
asthe one-person play. 
That's why Jake Gyllen¬ 
haal had to find a way to 
conquer that fear when 
he took on the role of Abe 
in the second half of "Sea 
Wall/A Life." 

"Before I did it, I was ter¬ 
rified," Gyllenhaal said of 
"A Life," after the play's 
Broadway opening. Tom 
Sturridge stars in 'Sea Wall," 
the other ha If of the pair of 
one-act monologues 
Gyllenhaal admits that ner¬ 
vousness extended to the 
rehearsal room. But then 
he found confidence in an 
unlikely place. The story of 
Alex Honnold's 3,000-foot 
(914-meter) climb of the El 
Capitan rock formation at 
Yosemite National Park. 

"I was sort of quaking in 
my boots thinking about it. 
Then I saw 'Free Solo,' that 
documentary about the 
free climber Alex Honnold 
that won the Academy 
Award. Amazing, amaz¬ 


ing documentary, and I 
thought to myself, if he can 
do that without any rope I 
can do a monologue. And 
then that was it," Gyllen¬ 
haal said. 

From then on, itwassmooth 


sailing. 

It was a little different for 
Sturridge. "I feel like weirdly 
- like before I walk on stage 
I feel fear. But I feel safest 
on the stage," Sturridge 
said. 


Both actors say the lack of 
an onstage partnerto play 
off of can add to the stress; 
there isn't a safety net if you 
blow a line. But Sturridge 
usesthe audience. 
"Normally when you're on 


stage you're pretending 
to be in a room and pre¬ 
tending like you're in Rus¬ 
sia and 1920s and you're 
pretending the audience 
don't exist. But with this, I'm 
having a conversation with 
real people who are dif¬ 
ferent every night. And if 
I blow a line, then we just 
change the conversation," 
Sturridge said. "Sea Wall/A 
Life," a pair of plays written 
by Nick Payne and Simon 
Stephens, respectively are 
tragic comedies that deal 
with love and loss. 
Gyllenhaal says the emo¬ 
tional value shifts with each 
audience. 

"It's very emotional through 
a II of it. But it changes every 
night. It's different. Some¬ 
times I'm telling the story, 
I'm just telling it. Sometimes 
things happen. Sometimes 
I hear someone in the au¬ 
dience have an emotional 
response. He was laughing 
or crying, and it makes me 
feel something," he said. 
"Sea Wall/A Life" plays on 
Broadway at the Hudson 
Theater until Sept. 290 
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NASA scientists fly over Greenland to track melting ice 


day this month, it lost a re¬ 
cord 13.7 billion tons (12.5 
billion metric tons) by one 
estimate. 

"It’s a little scary," Willis said 
as looked down on an 
area filled with more water 
than ice. "We're definitely 
watching the ice sheet dis¬ 
appear in front of us." 
Climate change is eat¬ 
ing away at Greenland's 
glaciers in two ways. The 
most obvious way is from 
the warm air above, which 
has been brutal this sum¬ 
mer, with a European heat 
wave in July working like a 
hair dryer on the ice. The 
other way is from warm, 
salty water, some of it 
from North America's Gulf 
Stream, nibbling at coastal 
glaciers from below. 


modem" — he and Willis 
high-five. 

Meanwhile, pilots Andy Fer¬ 
guson and Don Watrous 
bank the plane toward 
the blue-green spots, look¬ 
ing for the next target and 
pointing out stunning giant 
icebergs and signs of gla¬ 
cial retreat over the radio. 
As the data is radioed back 
from one $2,000 probe now 
deep in the water near 
Kangerlussuaq in eastern 
Greenland, it initially looks 
like the temperature hasn't 
changed much over the 
last year or two, which 
could be good news. But 
that's just one data point. 
Each year for the past four 
years, NASA has been look¬ 
ing at all of Greenland, and 
the numbers overall haven't 


By SETH BORENSTEIN 
Associated Press 
ABOARD A NASA RESEARCH 
PLANE OVER GREENLAND 
(AP) — The fields of rip¬ 
pling ice 500 feet below 
the NASA plane give way 
to the blue-green of wa¬ 
ter dotted with irregular 
chunks of bleached-white 
ice, some the size of battle¬ 
ships, some as tall as 15-sto¬ 
ry buildings. 

Like nearly every other 
glacier on Greenland, the 
massive Kangerlussuaq is 
melting. In fact, the giant 
frozen island has seen one 
of its biggest melts on re¬ 
cord this year. NASA scien¬ 
tist Josh Willis is now closely 
studying the phenomenon 
in hopes of figuring out pre¬ 
cisely how global warming 
is eating away at Green¬ 
land's ice. 

Specifically, he wants to 
know whether the melting 
is being caused more by 
warm air or warm seawa¬ 
ter. The answer could be 
crucial to Earth's future. 
Water brings more heat 
to something frozen faster 
than air does, as anyone 
who has ever defrosted 
a steak under the faucet 
knows. 

If Willis' theory that much 
of the damage is from the 
water turns out to be cor¬ 
rect, he said, "there's a lot 
higher potential for Green¬ 
land to melt more quickly 
than we thought." And that 
means seas rising faster 
and coastal communities 
being inundated more. 
Greenland contains 

enough ice to make world 
sea levels rise by 20 feet if it 
were all to melt. In a single 


In this photo taken on Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2019, icebergs are photographed from the window 
of an airplane carrying NASA Scientists as they fly on a mission to track melting ice in eastern 
Greenland. 

Associated Press 


When University of Geor¬ 
gia ice scientist Tom Mote, 
who isn't part of this project, 
started studying Green¬ 
land’s glaciers in the early 
1990s, researchers really 
didn't think the water was a 
big factor. 

Willis' project — called 
Oceans Melting Green¬ 
land, or OMG — is showing 
that it is. Now the question 
is how much and how fast. 
What Willis is measuring 
is the water 660 feet (200 
meters) or more below the 
surface, which is warmer 
and saltier than the stuff 
that touches the air. It's this 
deep water that does the 
major damage. 

To measure this, NASA is 
spending five years criss¬ 
crossing the island in a 
tricked-out 77-year-old 
DC-3 built for World War II. 
Willis, project manager Ian 
McCubbin and mechanic 
Rich Gill drop long, cylin¬ 
drical probes through a 
special tube in the floor of 
the plane, watching as the 
sensors parachute down 
and then dive into the chilly 
water. 

McCubbin then waits for a 
tone on his computer that 
tells him the probe is under¬ 
water and measuring tem¬ 
perature and salinity. When 
all of the flight's five probes 
start signaling — with a 
sound McCubbin likens to 
"a fax machine or an AOL 


been quite as comforting. 

If the water is playing a 
much bigger role than sci¬ 
entists thought, it could 
mean seas will be rising 
faster and higher than ex¬ 
pected. That’s because 
90% of the heat energy 
from climate change goes 
into the oceans, Willis said. 
Warm water provides "a 
bigger bang for the buck" 
than air when it comes to 
melting ice, Willis said. 

Just how crucial seawater 
is to melting was illustrated, 
somewhat paradoxically, 
by the Jakobshavn glacier, 
the fast-shrinking glacier on 
Greenland's more popu¬ 
lated west coast. In recent 
years, it suddenly started 
to grow a bit, probably 
because of a cooling of 
waters as a result of a tem¬ 
porary shift in weather and 
water-current patterns, Wil¬ 
lis said. 

In general, oceans warm 
up much more slowly than 
the air, yet they stay warm¬ 
er longer. The water weak¬ 
ens glaciers and causes 
icebergs to break loose. 
Those icebergs eventually 
melt, adding to the seas. 
"Some of them are as big 
as a city," Willis said. 

A 2019 study by Danish cli¬ 
mate scientist Ruth Mot- 
tram looked at 28 glaciers 
in Greenland with long¬ 
term data. Nearly all are 
melting, with only one or 
two that could be consid¬ 
ered somewhat stable. 
"One glacier retreating 
looks like carelessness, but 
28 retreating is the sign of 
something going on," Mot- 
tram told The Associated 
Press.□ 


In this photo taken on Wednesday, Aug. 14,2019, NASA scientist 
Josh Willis prepares to release a probe from a plane as they fly 
above the Kangerlussuaq Glacier in eastern Greenland. 

Associated Press 


In this photo taken on Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2019, NASA project 
manager Ian McCubbin looks out of the window of a plane as 
they fly on a mission to track melting ice in eastern Greenland. 

Associated Press 
















